
 
 

THE MONTHLY MINISTRY UPDATE OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST), FINDLAY, OHIO // DECEMBER 2018 

The Lamplighter  

LET’S MAKE A DATE! 

• SUNDAYS @ 9:30 AM  Christian 

Education classes for all ages. 

• SUNDAYS @ 10:30 AM Worship 

• WEDNESDAYS @ 9:30 AM  

Taize (Tie-Zay) Quiet Prayer 

Gathering  

• FRIDAYS @ 11 AM Bible Study 

on Answering the Toughest 

Questions About God and the 

Bible 

• SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, Annual 

Congregational Meeting after 

worship 

• SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 AND 16 

Ministry Team Meetings after 

worship 

• DECEMBER 24 @ 3:00 PM 

Christmas Eve Service in the 

sanctuary. 

• SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30  10:30 

AM Elder Robin Kretzinger to 

preach initial sermon! 

PLAN TO ATTEND FIRST CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH’S CANDLELIGHT  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

In keeping with its longtime tradition, First Christian Church will offer a 

special Candlelight Christmas Eve service at 3:00 PM, December 24.  

This will be a time for celebrating the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and for reflecting on its meaning for our lives and for the world.   

Invite your family members and neighbors, friends and co-workers to 

join us for this uplifting service! 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL  

Well, it’s that time again!  Time for First Christian Church to prepare 

for a new year by electing new leaders/officers, approving a mission 

budget, and reaffirming its commitment to Christ and his vision for the 

congregation!  All of this we will do during the Annual Congregational 

Meeting immediately after worship on Sunday, December 9.  Please 

plan to share your hopes and ideas for 2019 during the Annual Con-

gregational Meeting. 



ON TRACK WITH PASTOR JACK 
 

It’s always a bit tricky to produce a church newsletter for the month of December.  On one 
hand, the writer must cover the season of Advent and call readers to the discipline of an-

ticipating and preparing for the birth of Jesus anew.  On the other hand, the writer cannot 
ignore the fact that much of society is already in full Christmas tilt, and has been there 

since, well, Halloween. Maybe the task of both the writer –me!- and the reader is to bal-
ance the hysteria of the month of December with the hope that is ours in both preparing 

for the birth of Jesus and then celebrating it.  I think the world has a seemingly endless 

supply of hysteria but not nearly enough hope. Maybe Advent’s call for preparation can be 
a time for us to determine how we may present ourselves as gifts to the Christ child, and 

then see more clearly or listen more carefully, as he would, to the places of pain and bro-
kenness around us while committing to delivering his hope to those who need it the most.  If you like the hysteria of 

the season, then go with it!  Just don’t forget to share the hope.  

PASTOR JACK ANNOUNCES RESIGNATION; PLANS TO SERVE AS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OHIO COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

The Reverend Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr., First Christian Church’s Senior Pastor since February 2017 has announced his 

resignation from the position after he was recently elected to serve as the Executive Director of the Ohio Council 

of Churches (OCC), the 99-year-old ecumenical agency based in Columbus, Ohio.  Pastor Jack’s ministry the OCC 

will begin January 1, 2019.  He will preach a farewell sermon on Sunday, January 13, 2019. 

The following is an excerpt from Pastor Jack’s letter of resignation: 

My acceptance of the call to serve the Ohio Council of Churches came after intense prayerful reflection on God’s 

direction for my life and ministry, and my need to be present more often with my wife and young children in 

North Carolina.  The new position will allow me to shepherd the Christian unity-based relationships between 17 

participating denominations in Ohio while helping them work together to address critical social issues such as rac-

ism, hunger, capital punishment, the environment and predatory lending.   

I deeply love First Christian Church! From the first moment I met the search committee and congregation, I knew 

God was calling me to Findlay.  With no hesitation, I can state that First Christian Church is the warmest, most 

hospitable and loving congregation I have ever been associated with.  My heart has been, and always will be, full 

of both love for the congregation and thanksgiving for the wonderful ways the congregation responded to my 

leadership, forgave my mistakes, and provided loving encouragement. 

When God called me to First Christian Church, God blessed me beyond measure.  It has been my honor and privi-

lege to serve alongside all of our leaders and members, and to represent the congregation in denominational, 

ecumenical and civic arenas.  I will always be grateful to God for my ministry with and life among the very fine 

members and friends of First Christian Church of Findlay, Ohio.  



Saturday, December 8th ~  9am to 3pm 
At the Herald B. Monroe Lodge, Camp Christian 
Led by: Rev. Margot Connor & Wendy Taylor  

The cost is $55 per person. 

During the Retreat each person will be making a live pine wreath to take home.  

To Register, Dial Phone: 614.433.0343 or Email: ccio@ccinoh.org 

2019 CYF MIDWINTER RETREAT 

February 1st - 3rd  
at South Side Christian Church, Lima, Ohio 

Come enjoy a weekend of faith, fellowship,  
and fun led by your CYF State Officers! 

 For Youth in 9th - 12th Grade 

Registration: $40 if paid by January 18 

CYF Means Christian Youth Fellowship 

Invite your grandchildren! They do not have to be members of First 
Christian Church to attend this retreat! 

To Register, Dial Phone: 614.433.0343 or Email: ccio@ccinoh.org 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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OPPORTUNITIES TO KNOW GOD,  

KNOW EACH OTHER,  

AND SERVE GOD THROUGH  

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Escape The Hysteria of Life! Come to the Wednesday Morning 

Quiet Taize Prayer Sessions On Wednesday mornings at 9:30, we gather for a time of conversation, soft music and 
quiet prayer using materials from the Taize (Tie-Zay) Ecumenical Brothers of France. Through singing and prayer, 

participants grow closer to God and develop bonds that enrich their faith and hope. Come, de-stress, and deepen your 

walk with Jesus Christ. 
 

Friday Morning Bible Study, Led By Pat Sharninghouse   Meet us at 11:00 AM on Fridays for study and discussion 
of the  book, Answering the Toughest Questions About God and the Bible.  (New members are welcome too!) 

This book written by Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz examines some of the questions and concerns many Christians have 

about God and the Bible. Whether you are a beginner or Bible study veteran, this class is for you.  (Here’s a secret:  it’s 
fun, too!) 

 
Helping Hands are Needed!  We need help delivering our donated food items to Chopin Hall food ministry! If you can 

spare some time to pick up items from the church office cupboard and deliver them to Chopin Hall on a regular basis, it 

would be greatly appreciated! Please see Elder Linda Pitkin today if you have volunteer times available!! 
 
A Renewed Mind—Please remember to keep us on your shopping list! 
Since spring 2017, First Christian Church has engaged in a ministry of compassion and care that has focused on the needs of clients 
and staff of one of our next door neighbors, the mental/behavioral health center known as A Renewed Mind (ARM).  Through the 
generosity of FCC families and individuals, we have delivered water, juice and snacks that have given nourishment and hope to those 
who receive and provide life-transformative services at ARM.  FCC now needs new volunteers to support this important ministry.  
Specifically, we need more people to donate refreshments and to deliver them to ARM. Volunteers will deliver a cooler of water/juice 
and approximately 15-20 healthy snacks to ARM’s main office on Wednesday and Friday mornings at 10 AM. For those who purchase 
refreshments, you are free to choose the items yet please note that we try to provide items that are somewhat healthy.  In addition 
to water and juice, we have delivered fruit cups, granola bars, and small variety bags of chips.  YOU MAY SIMPLY PROVIDE 
REFRESHMENTS, DELIVER THEM, OR BOTH.  YOU MAY ALSO DONATE MONEY TO THIS EFFORT!  Please help us share God’s love by 

giving time and gifts to those who are working to recover good health and faith. Sign up sheets  are near north door of our suite. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO RECEIVE AND GIVE CARE FROM A RENEWED MIND!  THANK YOU! 
 

ROBIN KRETZINGER TO PREACH INITIAL SERMON            

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 

Robin Kretzinger, Elder and Minister of Worship of First Christian Church will preach her initial pulpit sermon during 

the 10:30 AM Sunday morning worship service on December 30. “Robin, who frequently preaches to the children 

during Sunday worship services, is known for her passion for ministry, love for humanity and devotion to First 

Christian Church, “ remarked Pastor Jack Sullivan, Jr.  “Her gifts for ministry are obvious to all.  It will be my honor 

to be present as she delivers her initial sermon.”  Let us pray for Robin as she prepares to preach to the congrega-

tion she loves! 



 

December Birthdays 

12/6 Mary Thompson 

12/15 Tara Miller 

12/27 Bob Thompson 

12/28 Donna Foreman 

12/29 Joe Brinkman 

Our finest gifts support the work of 
OHIO regional ministries this Christ-
mas. Your regional ministry works to: 

 

Your gift to the Christmas Offering 
supports the work of the       
Christian Church in Ohio,            
Including Camp Christian, 

sustaining the life of our church. 
Thank you for providing your    

finest gift. 

• Connect congregations to each other 
 
• Foster faith development 
 
• Gather Disciples in camps,       confer-
ences, and assemblies 
 
• Nurture the development of a new 
generation of pastors 
 
• Assist churches in calling new minis-
ters 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE 2018                

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

COLLECTED DECEMBER   



 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee 

First Christian Church is joyfully affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) US and 
Canada. www.disciples.org. We welcome all people whatever their gender identification, race, cul-
ture, ethnic background, sexual orientation, economic circumstance, family configuration, or differ-

ence in ability into full participation in the life, leadership, and employment of First Christian 
Church. 

1624 Tiffin Avenue, Suite B, Findlay, OH 45840 
419.422.5615 / info@findlaydisciples.org /www.findlaydisciples.org  

Facebook: First Christian Church Findlay Ohio 
The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr., Senior Pastor; Robin Kretzinger, Minister of Worship;                

Mi Moon, Pianist; Pennie Wells and Rob Montgomery, Office Administrators;  
Lisa Wolfe, Custodian 

PEOPLE AND SITUATIONS WE ARE PRAYING FOR 

* For murder victim families and those injured in the Kentucky, Texas, Nevada, Florida, Maryland and other domestic terror 

shootings and violence; 
* For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: Fred Kretzinger, and others; 
* For those struggling with addiction and other mental health issues, and for their families and caregivers; 
*For those with various health issues and concerns: Pat Pachlhofer, Nancy and Gary LaRoche, Donna Foreman, Sandy Franz, 
Janet Powell, Joe Brinkman, Mary Thompson, LaVonne Eckert; 
* For people who are lonely and living in emotional pain;  
* For those who are bound to their homes or care facilities; 
* For those impacted by natural and human-caused disasters, particularly in North Carolina, South Carolina, California and Asia; 
* For those who protect and serve us here in Findlay, domestically and around the world; 
*For peaceful solutions to conflicts; for the healing of broken police/citizen relationships; and for fair and just immigration laws 
that do not separate families at our borders. 
*For those who experience discrimination and hateful and hostile treatment; 
* For those who give care and work for social justice and the end of poverty, hate and systemic oppression;  
*For the president, for congress, our governor, our mayor and all public servants; 
*For the United States and all other nations; 

* For victims of global and domestic terrorism, for refugees fleeing and trying to find new host/home countries, for those facing 
deportation, and for the healing of political fractures in our country;  
* For those seeking employment, for those who are having trouble making ends meet; 
* For those who are imprisoned 
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