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LET’S MAKE A DATE! 

• REGIONAL ASSEMBLY, COLUM-

BUS, OCTOBER 6! - PLEASE AT-

TEND 

• SUNDAYS @ 9:30 AM  Christian 

Education classes for all ages. 

• SUNDAYS @ 10:30 AM Worship 

• WEDNESDAYS @ 9:30 AM  

Taize (Tie-Zay) Quiet Prayer 

Gathering  

• FRIDAYS @ 11 AM Bible Study 

on Answering the Toughest 

Questions About God and the 

Bible 

• WEDNESDAYS, @ 5:30 PM New 

Bible Study “Called to Surren-

der.” October 16, 23, and 30 

• RECONCILIATION OFFERING, 

OCTOBER 7. HELP DEFEAT 

RACISM—PLEASE GIVE! 

PASTOR JACK TO LAUNCH 3-WEEK BIBLE 
STUDY ON SURRENDERING TO GOD 

Pastor Jack will once again launch a Bible study designed to help mem-

bers and friends of First Christian Church grow closer to God and deepen 

their faith and witness as Christians.  Through a special three-week Bible 

Study series offered on consecutive October Tuesdays beginning on the 

16th, Pastor Jack and participants will address the theme,  “Called to 

Surrender.”  

“Surrendering to God is perhaps the most important aspect of the Chris-

tian life,” explained Pastor Jack.  “The more we surrender to God, the 

stronger we become, not in a sense of overpowering people but instead 

overpowering social structures and practices that deny the God-given 

dignity and worth of all. Surrendering to God means saying yes to God’s 

vision for humanity, and therefore yes to love, yes to hope, and yes to 

justice.” 

The new study will use materials from the  CRU Press.  Here is an over-

view of the study as found on the CRU website:  

Surrender. Easy to say, harder to do. It’s a word that makes most peo-

ple feel uncomfortable. It means relinquishing control and entrusting 

yourself to someone else. But that is our choice, isn’t it? To trust God 

completely with our life and our future. Our good and giving God is rais-

ing up a new generation of men and women to follow Him fully. How 

has God‘s hand touched your life “for such a time as this?” This three-

part biblical series, taken from the All Callings website, examines what it 

means to surrender to God and live under the Lordship of Christ. The 

three studies are: Called to Bear Fruit, Called to Kingdom Living, and 

Called to be a Vigneron.  

Classes will be held from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM, October 16, 23 and 30, 

inside of First Christian Church’s building, 1624 Tiffin Avenue , Suite B, 

Findlay, Ohio 45840.  All are welcome. If you like, bring a sandwich. If 

you have a Bible, bring it, too. No Bible, no worries  -  we have plenty!   

If you have questions, email Pastor Jack at JSullivan@findlaydisciples.org 

or call him in the church office, 419.422.5615.  



ON TRACK WITH PASTOR JACK 
 

If you have read through the last few issues of The Lamplighter, you most certainly no-
ticed the emphasis placed on the history and current life of our denomination, the Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada.  Now I know that many 
will boldly proclaim that denominations do not matter.  Well, if they focus on excluding 

people, multiplying their numbers by dividing people, and investing in irrelevance, perhaps 
they do not.  However, imagine a denomination that only asks that its members accept 

Jesus Christ as Savior, while recognizing the authenticity of Christians and denominations 

beyond itself.  Try to imagine a denomination that understands human diversity as an im-
portant  gift of God and a sign of humanity’s strength.  Go ahead and imagine a denomi-

nation where differences in opinion enhance its life rather than fracture it.  Imagine a de-
nomination that gives room for people to grow biblically, spiritually and theologically and to practice their faith in 

ways that promote and articulate Christ’s vision of love, peace, compassion, wholeness and justice.  Well, imagine no 

longer. These descriptions and more are part of who we are as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  We are not 
perfect and sometimes we do not do all of the above well.  Even so, our blessed denomination is one that affords 

space for all.  I hope you will take time to get to know our denomination, and participate in its life.  There is space for 

“I feel honored and privileged to be part of this his-

toric Journey of Hope pilgrimage to Uganda,” ex-

claimed Pastor Jack. “The sacred exchange of sto-

ries, experiences and hopes will be life-changing for 

our delegation and perhaps for the people we en-

counter as well. 

Preaching while Pastor Jack is away will be the Rev. 

Lisa Kay Commingore-Smith, a Disciples minister 

PASTOR JACK TO VISIT UGANDA  

WITH JOURNEY OF HOPE 
Pastor Jack will be part of a six-person delegation that will 

visit the Republic of Uganda, October 2-12, 2018.  The 

group is part of “Journey of Hope...From Violence to Heal-

ing,” the US-based anti-death penalty organization led by 

murder victim family members, families of executed per-

sons, people who have been exonerated from death row, 

and their allies.  Now in its 25th year, “The Journey,” as it 

is often referred to, provides platforms for its members to 

share their stories of pain and restoration, and their impas-

sioned plea for the end of violence, including capital pun-

ishment.   

Each year, members of Journey of Hope spend two weeks 

touring together, sharing their stories on college campus-

es, with churches,  in law schools, and other venues.  The 

2017 Journey was in Texas and Pastor Jack was among the 

speakers.  The 2018 Journey will take place in Uganda, as 

invited by “Caritas, Justice and Peace: Offices of Social Ser-

vices,  Economic Development and Human Rights,” of the 

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kampala, Uganda. 

As of now, Uganda has no death penalty.  Through inviting 

The Joruney to the country, the Archdiocese is working to 

keep the nation from adopting one. 

Joining his travel companions in Uganda, Pastor Jack will 

share his story of losing his 21-year-old sister Jennifer to 

murder in Cleveland in 1997, and how that devastating 

experience  deepened his commitment to non-violence and 

the abolishment of the death penalty.  The group includes 

other murder victim family members, an death row ex-



 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN OHIO RESOLUTION:  

RE-COVENANTING AS OHIO DISCIPLES  
OCTOBER 6, 2018  

 
Whereas the Regional Church Council (RCC) at its meeting on July 28, 2018 moved to declare the financial exigency 

of the regional corporation, indicating to our contracted parties, covenant partners, all staff, and members that we 

are unable to cover our fiscal obligations now and in the foreseeable future, and  

Whereas the RCC took steps to move the regional offices, as the three-year lease closes on our current location, to 
10335 Maple Dell Road, Marysville Ohio 43040 as the official mailing address and operating location for the region at 

our Camp Christian property, and  

Whereas the RCC suspended the search for a new Regional Minister, even as our current contract with an interim 

Regional Minister is ending in November 2018, and  

Whereas the RCC has begun work to create a Camp Christian Foundation which could, on completion of the state 

non-profit forms and certification by the IRS as a 501(c)3, become a separate structure for the operation and man-
agement of Camp Christian, on final approval of a charter and purposes at some point in 2019, pending final ap-

proval by the RCC, and  

Whereas the RCC has determined that the Ohio Region is in need of a process of “re-covenanting” that we may 

claim anew Christ’s call upon our regional church and our shared mission moving forward, therefore:  

We resolve as a Regional Assembly of congregations and clergy in Ohio, united as members of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), to reaffirm our bonds in covenant together as a people called & gifted to serve in unity, sharing 

the Good News of how God is already at work in our midst, and  

We resolve as Ohio Disciples to come together in a series of gatherings to be convened by the RCC and regional 

officers in locations around the state over the next few months, seeking God’s vision and intentions for our common 
life as a region, and  

We resolve, as Christians who each have a call on our lives to serve & minister in Christ’s name, to be in prayer & 
discernment leading into these meetings for what our mission will be for a restored regional church, and  

We resolve to live in accountability to each other and in a fully cooperative spirit with a Regional Administrator man-
aging our regional office and coordinating ministry programs; a Camp Superintendent caring for our Camp Christian 

property and program; and a Food Service Director overseeing our dining hall, kitchen, and food preparation; with 
former regional ministry functions of Search & Call and pastoral oversight of the region to be handled under a Mem-

orandum of Understanding with the Regional Ministers of the four adjoining regions; taking seriously our steward-
ship together as a region and trusting the ongoing Treasury Services fiscal management and the distribution of Dis-

ciples Mission Fund giving, the payment for services to partner Regional Ministers, and the oversight of the General 

Minister and President, until such time as we are ready, at the indication of RCC action to that end, to begin again 
the process of calling professional ministry leadership into the life of the Ohio Region, and 

We resolve upon the recommendation of the RCC, that moving forward the Christian Church in Ohio, Inc shall begin 
‘doing business as’ (dba) Ohio Disciples to reflect that we are recovenanting and seeking a new season of faithful 

ministry within the region.  

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN OHIO 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6TH, 10AM TO 4PM 

GENDER ROAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
5336 GENDER ROAD, CANAL WINCHESTER, OH   

 



OPPORTUNITIES TO KNOW GOD,  

KNOW EACH OTHER,  

AND SERVE GOD THROUGH  

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 

Escape The Noise of Life! Come to the Wednesday Morning Quiet Taize Prayer Sessions On Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30, we gather for a time of conversation, soft music and quiet prayer using materials from the Taize (Tie-

Zay) Ecumenical Brothers of France. Through singing and prayer, participants grow closer to God and develop bonds 
that enrich their faith and hope. Come, de-stress, and deepen your walk with Jesus Christ. 

 

Friday Morning Bible Study, Led By Pat Sharninghouse   Meet us at 11:00 AM on Fridays for study and discussion 
of the  book, Answering the Toughest Questions About God and the Bible.  (New members are welcome too!) 

This book written by Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz examines some of the questions and concerns many Christians have 
about God and the Bible. Whether you are a beginner or Bible study veteran, this class is for you.  (Here’s a secret:  it’s 

fun, too!) 
 

Helping Hands are Needed!  We need help delivering our donated food items to Chopin Hall food ministry! If you can 

spare some time to pick up items from the church office cupboard and deliver them to Chopin Hall on a regular basis, it 
would be greatly appreciated! Please see Elder Linda Pitkin today if you have volunteer times available!! 

 
A Renewed Mind—Please remember to keep us on your shopping list! 

Since spring 2017, First Christian Church has engaged in a ministry of compassion and care that has focused on the 

needs of clients and staff of one of our next door neighbors, the mental/behavioral health center known as A Renewed 
Mind (ARM).  Through the generosity of FCC families and individuals, we have delivered water, juice and snacks that 

have given nourishment and hope to those who receive and provide life-transformative services at ARM.  FCC now 
needs new volunteers to support this important ministry.  Specifically, we need more people to donate refreshments and 

to deliver them to ARM. Volunteers will deliver a cooler of water/juice and approximately 15-20 healthy snacks to ARM’s 
main office on Wednesday and Friday mornings at 10 AM. For those who purchase refreshments, you are free to choose 

the items yet please note that we try to provide items that are somewhat healthy.  In addition to water and juice, we 

have delivered fruit cups, granola bars, and small variety bags of chips.  YOU MAY SIMPLY PROVIDE REFRESHMENTS, 
DELIVER THEM, OR BOTH.  YOU MAY ALSO DONATE MONEY TO THIS EFFORT!  Please help us share God’s love by 

giving time and gifts to those who are working to recover good health and faith. Sign up sheets  are near north door of 
our suite. PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO RECEIVE AND GIVE CARE FROM A RENEWED MIND!  THANK YOU! 

 

 
Trunk or Treat with SAFY! On Wednesday, October 24, children and families that are part of the SAFY network will 

RECONCILIATION MINISTRY: A CALL 

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering is used to fund our 

Church’s mission imperative to become a pro-reconciling and anti
-racist church utilizing  experiential education, inclusive worship 

and intentional dialogue.  

Our efforts to promote healing, relationship and restoration in the 

whole family of God are enlivened by funds from this offering. 
Through it we are able to provide programs for leadership devel-

opment, curriculum for dialogue and learning, and partnerships 
within the Church and our communities.  

The first Reconciliation Offering was collected on Sunday, Sep-
tember 30., and the second and final Reconciliation Offering will 

be collected on October 7.  Gifts to this special fund are to be 
“over and above” our regular gifts to First Christian Church, and 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  



 

October Birthdays 

10/5 Thomas Riker 

10/16 Toni Beltz 

10/21 Nancy Peters  

10/22 Keaton Kretzinger  

10/23 Linda England  

10/23 Mercedes Williamson  

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) IN OHIO  

OCTOBER 6, 2018  

LOCATION: Gender Road Christian Church 5336 Gender Road Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110 

614.834.5973  

 

SCHEDULE  

8:00 – 9:00 Gathering and Check-in  

9:15 – 10:00 Opening Worship  

10:15 – 11:00 Conversation Groups: World Cafe  

11:15 – 11:45 Business session 1 Resolution(s) presented  

12:00 – 12:45 Lunch  

12:45 – 3:00 Business Session 2 Vote on resolution(s) Ministry Updates  

3::15 – 4:15 Closing Worship  

LIVE STREAMING OPPORTUNITIES  

The worship services and business sessions will be live streamed for viewing. Due to time constraints, there will be 

no opportunities for real-time responses to online questions or comments.  

Disciples may access the live stream via one of the three following links: 1. GRCC Website Viewing: http://

www.genderroadcc.com/live-streaming/ Scroll down to Special Events LIVE! 2. GRCC Facebook Page Viewing: 

https://www.facebook.com/genderroadcc/ 3. GRCC Youtube Channel Viewing: https://youtu.be/kIqCE3sKBmA  

COINS FOR CAMP  

Many of the Region’s children and youth have been collecting Coins for Camp in gallon milk jugs to help pay off the 

loan mortgage for Camp Christian. The money raised by this wonderful initiative must be received no later than the 

Regional Assembly, in order to meet the matching grant of up to $10,000. There will be a time to present these gifts 

during the afternoon of the Regional Assembly, and leaders encourage the inclusion of Children and Youth in all 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  



 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee 

First Christian Church is joyfully affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) US 
and Canada. www.disciples.org. We welcome all people whatever their gender identification, 
race, culture, ethnic background, sexual orientation, economic circumstance, family configu-
ration, or difference in ability into full participation in the life, leadership, and employment of 

First Christian Church. 

 
1624 Tiffin Avenue, Suite B, Findlay, OH 45840 

419.422.5615 / info@findlaydisciples.org /www.findlaydisciples.org  
Facebook: First Christian Church Findlay Ohio 

The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr., Senior Pastor; Robin Kretzinger, Minister of Worship;               

Mi Moon, Pianist; Pennie Wells and Rob Montgomery, Office Administrators;  
Lisa Wolfe, Custodian 

PEOPLE AND SITUATIONS WE ARE PRAYING FOR 

* For murder victim families and those injured in the Kentucky, Texas, Nevada, Florida, Maryland and other 

domestic terror shootings and violence; 
* For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: Fred Kretzinger, and others; 

* For those struggling with addiction and other mental health issues, and for their families and caregivers; 
*For those with various health issues and concerns: Kathleen Schaffer, Nancy and Gary LaRoche, Donna Foreman, 

Sandy Franz, Janet Powell, Joe Brinkman, Mary Thompson; 

* For people who are lonely and living in emotional pain;  
* For those who are bound to their homes or care facilities; 

* For those impacted by natural and human-caused disasters, particularly in North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Asia; 

* For those who protect and serve us here in Findlay, domestically and around the world; 

*For peaceful solutions to conflicts; for the healing of broken police/citizen relationships; and for fair and just 
immigration laws that do not separate families at our borders. 

*For those who experience discrimination and hateful and hostile treatment; 
* For those who give care and work for social justice and the end of poverty, hate and systemic oppression;  

*For the president, for congress, our governor, our mayor and all public servants; 
*For the United States and all other nations; 

* For victims of global and domestic terrorism, for refugees fleeing and trying to find new host/home countries, for 
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