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LET’S MAKE A DATE! 

• SUNDAYS @ 9:30 AM  Christian 

Education classes for all ages. 

• SUNDAYS @ 10:30 AM Worship 

• WEDNESDAYS @ 9:30 AM  

Taize (Tie-Zay) Quiet Prayer 

Gathering  

• FRIDAYS @ 11 AM Bible Study 

on The Psalms 

• SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 15 

Churchwide Planning  10 AM 

• WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18     

Elders Meeting @ 3 PM 

• WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

Board Meeting @ 4 PM 

 

OHIO WOMEN’S MINISTRIES FALL         
RETREAT 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2018 @ CAMP CHRISTIAN 
The Ohio Women’s Ministries (OWM) Fall Retreat is scheduled for one day this 
year, Saturday, September 8, 2018 from 9 AM until 5 PM.  This year the 
theme will be “Blooming Where You Are Planted”. In Proverbs 28:20 it says, 
“A faithful man will abound in blessings.” Loyalty and faithfulness imply a 
steady unwavering course and allegiance with a firm and deep sense of con-
viction. It is steadfastness in God and the church that always results in God’s 
blessings in the lives of those who practice this. We do not believe that any 
one of us is here in Ohio at this time by accident. If God has planted us here, 
then we can bloom where we are planted.  

There will be workshops that will explore the theme. Here are the details:   

1. “Blooming in Difficult Times” This workshop will focus on being our 
best when circumstances are not what we desire. We will explore how we 
thrive in difficult times. We’ll come away with suggested spiritual nutri-
ents. We will use the book “Blooming Where You are Planted “ by Emily 
Rose Lewis  

2. “Blooming Where You are Planted“ In Times of Joy” This workshop 
will discuss what happens when we try to bloom where God doesn’t intend 
us to be. It will help us to remember that God’s plan is always better than 
ours. The book “Blooming Where We are Planted by Emily Rose Lewis is 
used as a resource for the workshop.  

Service Project  
You may volunteer at the Common Ground Free Store Ministries in Delaware if 
you are one of the first fifteen (15) volunteers. Common Ground Ministries 
relies very heavily on volunteers to run the store, greet customers, serve food, 
restock the store, and process donations in the warehouse. After lunch we will 
car pool to the store/warehouse location to sort and process donations.  
Craft Project  
Paper flowers can be just as pretty and delicate as the real thing! Learn how 
to make gorgeous handmade paper flowers including giant paper roses. Any-
one can craft using the patterns and templates that will be provided. You can 
use your crafted flowers to embellish a wreath, create a centerpiece, and 
much more.  
Basket Auction  
The basket auction is always a huge success, so please consider bringing sev-
eral baskets and helping the team auction and distribute the baskets. We are 
in need of volunteers.  
Distribution of Offering and Basket Proceeds  
Funds will be distributed between Camp Christian, OWM operating expenses 
and Cleveland Christian Home.  
 
Registration is $40 plus $22 for those desiring a room for Friday night. For 
more information, contact Pennie in the Church Office or www.ccinoh.org.  



ON TRACK WITH PASTOR JACK 
Welcome to  autumn, my friends!  Now I will be the first to admit that I am more of a hot-
weather, summer person.  Even so, the fall season has its own unique charm and mean-
ing.  For starters, most schools, colleges and universities are now in full swing and the for-
mal, structured learning process has resumed.  Also during autumn, churches re-start min-
istries and activities that were suspended or reduced during the vacation days of summer.  
So then, fall is essentially a “return to life season.” On September 15, First Christian 
Church will hold a planning meeting, one during which participants will join in prayer, bibli-
cal study, community analysis and fun fellowship—all of this in an effort to plan ministries 
and activities for all four seasons. God’s loving intent for humanity to experience love, re-
demption, justice and hope never ceases. Our job is to deliver those gifts from God 
through Jesus Christ. Come, join us on September 15 as we return to full life, make Godly 
plans for our future, and become a church for all seasons.  All are welcome! 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHURCH LEADERS WORKSHOP SET FOR SEPTEMBER 22 
@ CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, WOOSTER 

Attention all church leaders, particularly elders, deacons and everybody who is a 
non-clergy-type person! An all-day leader development retreat has been planned 
just for you! It will meet from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Central Christian Church, 407 
North Market Street Wooster, Ohio 44691 (330.262.4652). The featured speaker 
will be our own Interim Regional Pastor, the  Rev. John M. Richardson.  Rev. Rich-
ardson’s leadership will address the theme,  'Boundaries & Limitations.” The 
registration fee is $25. per person if received by Sept. 4th  and $30. per person if 
space allows after Sept 4th. Lunch is included with registration. 

We need a strong First Christian Church Findlay presence at this special Church 
Leaders Workshop!  Registration is done directly through the Church office tele-
phone line at 330.262.4652 or by email at jdouglas@cccwooster.org.  Come on, 
First Christian!  Let’s be part of this!  

Rev. John M. Richardson 

All members and friends of First Christian Church are invited to participate 
in a special churchwide planning day, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Sep-
tember 15, in the church’s sanctuary.  This will be a day for worshipping, 
dreaming, and planning ministries and activities that will run from Fall 
2018 through the end of the year.  We will be looking to plan programs 
and ministries that flow from the church’s three mission and ministry are-
as: Knowing Jesus Christ, Experiencing Radical Hospitality, and 
Sharing Christ’s Love/Resisting Injustice.   

This will be a day for EVERYONE!  Come! Dress comfortably. Bring a Bible, 
snack food, an open mind and a ready heart, for God will guide us into 
creating some great ministries and programs that will glorify God while 
enriching and transforming people in the congregation and beyond!  

CHURCHWIDE PLANNING EVENT RESCHEDULED  
FOR SEPTEMBER 15!! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN OHIO RESOLUTION:  
RECOVENANTING AS OHIO DISCIPLES  

OCTOBER 6, 2018  
 

Whereas the Regional Church Council (RCC) at its meeting on July 28, 2018 moved to declare the financial exigency 
of the regional corporation, indicating to our contracted parties, covenant partners, all staff, and members that we 
are unable to cover our fiscal obligations now and in the foreseeable future, and  

Whereas the RCC took steps to move the regional offices, as the three-year lease closes on our current location, to 
10335 Maple Dell Road, Marysville Ohio 43040 as the official mailing address and operating location for the region at 
our Camp Christian property, and  

Whereas the RCC suspended the search for a new Regional Minister, even as our current contract with an interim 
Regional Minister is ending in November 2018, and  

Whereas the RCC has begun work to create a Camp Christian Foundation which could, on completion of the state 
non-profit forms and certification by the IRS as a 501(c)3, become a separate structure for the operation and man-
agement of Camp Christian, on final approval of a charter and purposes at some point in 2019, pending final ap-
proval by the RCC, and  

Whereas the RCC has determined that the Ohio Region is in need of a process of “re-covenanting” that we may 
claim anew Christ’s call upon our regional church and our shared mission moving forward, therefore:  

We resolve as a Regional Assembly of congregations and clergy in Ohio, united as members of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), to reaffirm our bonds in covenant together as a people called & gifted to serve in unity, sharing 
the Good News of how God is already at work in our midst, and  

We resolve as Ohio Disciples to come together in a series of gatherings to be convened by the RCC and regional 
officers in locations around the state over the next few months, seeking God’s vision and intentions for our common 
life as a region, and  

We resolve, as Christians who each have a call on our lives to serve & minister in Christ’s name, to be in prayer & 
discernment leading into these meetings for what our mission will be for a restored regional church, and  

We resolve to live in accountability to each other and in a fully cooperative spirit with a Regional Administrator man-
aging our regional office and coordinating ministry programs; a Camp Superintendent caring for our Camp Christian 
property and program; and a Food Service Director overseeing our dining hall, kitchen, and food preparation; with 
former regional ministry functions of Search & Call and pastoral oversight of the region to be handled under a Mem-
orandum of Understanding with the Regional Ministers of the four adjoining regions; taking seriously our steward-
ship together as a region and trusting the ongoing Treasury Services fiscal management and the distribution of Dis-
ciples Mission Fund giving, the payment for services to partner Regional Ministers, and the oversight of the General 
Minister and President, until such time as we are ready, at the indication of RCC action to that end, to begin again 
the process of calling professional ministry leadership into the life of the Ohio Region, and 

We resolve upon the recommendation of the RCC, that moving forward the Christian Church in Ohio, Inc shall begin 
‘doing business as’ (dba) Ohio Disciples to reflect that we are recovenanting and seeking a new season of faithful 
ministry within the region.  

Until that time comes, we will live in fellowship and unity in and through our local congregations and regional con-
nections, understanding that the future of Ohio Disciples is ours to shape with intention, discernment, and justice. 
We will best be about the work of making disciples of Jesus Christ when we understand that all the tools we need 
for the tasks to which we are called are already close at hand, that we are still “gifted and called in covenant togeth-
er as Disciples of Christ to be centers of transformation on the new mission frontier of our communities.”  

*First Christian Church, we really need to attend this Assembly! - Let’s go! - Pastor Jack 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN OHIO 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6TH, 10AM TO 4PM 

GENDER ROAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
5336 GENDER ROAD, CANAL WINCHESTER, OH   

 
***SPECIAL RESOLUTION TO BE CONSIDERED***  



OPPORTUNITIES TO KNOW GOD, KNOW EACH 
OTHER, AND SERVE GOD THROUGH  
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 
Escape The Noise of Life! Come to the Wednesday Morning Quiet Taize Prayer 
Sessions On Wednesday mornings at 9:30, we gather for a time of conversation, soft music and quiet prayer using 
materials from the Taize (Tie-Zay) Ecumenical Brothers of France. Through singing and prayer, participants grow closer 
to God and develop bonds that enrich their faith and hope. Come, de-stress, and deepen your walk with Jesus Christ. 
 
Friday Morning Bible Study, Led By Pat Sharninghouse   Meet us at 11:00 AM on Fridays for study and discussion 
of the  book, Answering the Toughest Questions About God and the Bible.  (New members are welcome too!) 
This book written by Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz examines some of the questions and concerns many Christians have 
about God and the Bible. Whether you are a beginner or Bible study veteran, this class is for you.  (Here ’s a secret:  it’s 
fun, too!) 
 
Helping Hands are Needed!  We need help delivering our donated food items to Chopin Hall food ministry! If you can 
spare some time to pick up items from the church office cupboard and deliver them to Chopin Hall on a regular basis, it 
would be greatly appreciated! Please see Elder Linda Pitkin today if you have volunteer times available!! 
 
 A Renewed Mind—Please remember to keep us on your shopping list! 
Since spring 2017, First Christian Church has engaged in a ministry of compassion and care that has focused on the 
needs of clients and staff of one of our next door neighbors, the mental/behavioral health center known as A Renewed 
Mind (ARM).  Through the generosity of FCC families and individuals, we have delivered water, juice and snacks that 
have given nourishment and hope to those who receive and provide life-transformative services at ARM.  FCC now 
needs new volunteers to support this important ministry.  Specifically, we need more people to donate refreshments and 
to deliver them to ARM. Volunteers will deliver a cooler of water/juice and approximately 15-20 healthy snacks to ARM’s 
main office on Wednesday and Friday mornings at 10 AM. For those who purchase refreshments, you are free to choose 
the items yet please note that we try to provide items that are somewhat healthy.  In addition to water and juice, we 
have delivered fruit cups, granola bars, and small variety bags of chips.  YOU MAY SIMPLY PROVIDE REFRESHMENTS, 
DELIVER THEM, OR BOTH.  YOU MAY ALSO DONATE MONEY TO THIS EFFORT!  Please help us share God’s love by 
giving time and gifts to those who are working to recover good health and faith. Sign up sheets  are near north door of 
our suite. PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO RECEIVE AND GIVE CARE FROM A RENEWED MIND!  THANK YOU! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    

THE TAPESTRY OF TODAY 

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a North American denomination. North America has long been racially and 
culturally diverse but church life is not always integrated. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) participates in the 
racial and cultural diversity of North America, including in its membership European Americans, African Americans, His-
panic Americans and Pacific Island/Asian Americans. Disciples are working to become a pro-reconciling anti-racist 
church. We also have brothers and sisters in Canada who joined our movement with a slightly different history. 

AFRICAN AMERICANS 

The earliest congregations of the Stone-Campbell Movement in Kentucky and Pennsylvania included both European 
American and African American members.  The Colored Christian Church was organized in Midway, Ky. in 
1834.  Thus, African Americans have been part of this movement from the very beginning. 

In 1917, the National Christian Missionary Convention was formed as the result of the determination of Preston Tay-
lor, a former slave, who was minister of the Gay Street Christian Church in Nashville, Tenn.   The purpose was to 
empower the witness of Black Disciples as members of the whole church through a partnership with white Disciples 
that recognized Black leadership in an era of blatant white supremacy and paternalism.  For over a half-century, this 
convention conducted annual gatherings in which participants received in-service training in Christian education and 
leadership, program information, and inspiration for fulfilling their mission as Disciples of Christ. 

In the late 1960s, around the time the Church adopted  The Design, the program and staff of the National Christian 
Missionary Convention merged with other general Disciples organizations.  The Administrative Secretary of the Con-
vention became a staff associate of the General Minister and President and program staff members were integrated 
with the staff of Homeland Ministries (now known as Disciples Home Missions).  At the same time, a new organiza-
tion, the  National Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), was lodged in the Office of the General 
Minister and President as part of a  merger agreement.  The Convocation conducts biennial assemblies emphasizing 
education and inspiration. (Continued on page 5 “Tapestry”) 

MORE ON OUR BELOVED DENOMINATION, THE  
CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)  

http://www.disciples.org/our-identity/the-design/
http://www.nationalconvocation.org/History/tabid/916/Default.aspx
http://disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NCMC-ICC-MergerAgreement1968.pdf


 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

September Birthdays 

9/2   Cindi Beltz; 9/14  Natalie Williamson 

9/19  Robin Kretzinger 

 

 

September Anniversary 

9/3  Bill & Sharon Booher 

HISPANICS 
Hispanics have been Disciples since the last years of the nineteenth century but in 1969, there were only 18 Hispanic 
and bilingual congregations in all of the United States. Dominant culture Disciples had assumed that Hispanics in North 
America would quickly assimilate to Anglo culture. Therefore, little effort had been put into developing Spanish lan-
guage resources. The Hispanic congregations within geographic areas started to group together into what is called 
today Las Convenciones Hispanas – The Hispanic Conventions. There are six now that can trace their roots as far back 
as 1916 in the Southwest. Included are the Northeast Hispanic Convention (1958); Southwest Hispanic Convention (re
-established 1968). Midwest Hispanic Convention (1978); Pacific Southwest Hispanic Convention (1989); Southeast 
Hispanic Convention (1992) and the Arizona Hispanic Convention (2004). Most of these meet annually.  

In 1969, Domingo Rodriguez became director of the Office of Programs and Services for Hispanic and Bilingual Con-
gregations in Homeland Ministries.  Rodriguez called a conference of Hispanic ministers which created a Committee on 
Guidelines for Strategy and Action which morphed into a board, then a conference, then another committee, and final-
ly the Hispanic Caucus, which developed the National Hispanic and Bilingual Fellowship of the Church and held its first 
Assembly in 1981.  In 1991, the emerging Hispanic leadership  separated from Homeland Ministries and established 
the  Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries. CPOHM provides programs and pastoral care to Hispanic leaders 
and congregations, advises the different regional and general ministries of the church on Hispanic ministry, and advo-
cates for Hispanic Disciples.  By the late 1990s and into the 21st century, about 30 percent of the new congregations 
welcomed into the denomination have been predominantly Hispanic. Most come as existing congregations choosing to 
affiliate with the Disciples. They come from a wide variety of backgrounds and cultures including the Caribbean 
(Puerto Rico, Santo Domingo, Cuba), Central America (El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua), South America (Venezuela, 
Chile, Ecuador, Colombia, Argentina) and Mexico – all with different levels of experience with the Disciples.  During the 
2018 Hispanic and Bilingual Assembly, the Rev. Lori Tapia was elected as the first female National Hispanic Pastor. 

PACIFIC ISLANDERS AND ASIANS 

Late in the 19th century, the Disciples’ Christian Woman’s Board of Missions opened a mission to the Chinese in Port-
land, OR.  It was enormously successful and a Chinese minister, Jeu Hawk, was called to lead the work. In 1907, the 
CWBM started another Chinese mission in San Francisco but both closed in 1924 due to anti-Asian hostility reflected in 
the Chinese Exclusion Acts and the Immigration Act of 1924. In 1901, a small group of Japanese came into contact 
with the Christian Missionary Society of Southern California. By 1908, a Japanese Christian Church had been organized 
in Los Angeles. By 1942, the number of Japanese Christian churches had increased to nine, but all were closed with 
the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. After their detention, in 1948, former Japanese Christian 
church members founded West Adams Christian Church in Los Angeles.In contrast to the Chinese and Japanese sto-
ries, Filipino Christian Church was founded in Los Angeles in 1933 and has had an uninterrupted ministry to this day. A 
wave of new immigrants from Asia to the United States began with the Immigration Acts of 1965. In 1976, Wilshire 
Korean Christian Church became the first Korean Disciples congregation and in 1978, under the initiative of Harold 
Johnson, the first consultation on Asian ministries was held. The Fellowship of Asian American Disciples (FAAD) was 
organized and renamed the American-Asian Disciples (AAD) a year later. Thanks to the efforts of leaders such as Da-
vid Kagiwada, Soongook Choi and Grace Kim, in 1984 the General Board formally acknowledged AAD as a constituen-
cy.  The group decided to hold biennial convocations on even years alternating with the General Assembly. 

In 1991, the General Assembly approved a Disciples Home Missions staff position devoted to Pacific-Asian ministries. 
Geunhee Yu was called to the position in the following year. At the time, there were 17 churches whose members 
were primarily Asian.  In 1996, AAD was renamed the  North American Pacific/Asian Disciples (NAPAD) to be more 
inclusive. In April 2009, the General Board voted to grant NAPAD the status of a distinct general unit.  This took effect 
January 2010.  In 2011, Rev. Yu retired. By then, the number of NAPAD congregations had grown to over 90. At the 
2012 NAPAD Convocation Jinsuk Chun was elected as new Executive Pastor. In 2018, NAPAD elected the Rev. Chung 
Seong Kim to a six-year term as Executive Pastor at its 20th biennial convocation in Portland, OR. NAPAD now includes 
more than 14 different languages and cultures from the Pacific Rim such as Chinese, Filipino, Indonesian, Korean, Sa-
moan and Zo. 

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)  
TAPESTRY  OF TODAY, CONTINUED 

http://disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Obra-Hispana-project.pdf
http://www.obrahispana.org/
http://napad.net/


 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
Followed by Fellowship-Coffee 
Hour 

First Christian Church is joyfully affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) US 
and Canada. www.disciples.org. We welcome all people whatever their gender identification, 
race, culture, ethnic background, sexual orientation, economic circumstance, family configu-
ration, or difference in ability into full participation in the life, leadership, and employment of 

First Christian Church. 
 

1624 Tiffin Avenue, Suite B, Findlay, OH 45840 
419.422.5615 / info@findlaydisciples.org /www.findlaydisciples.org  

Facebook: First Christian Church Findlay Ohio 
The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr., Senior Pastor; Robin Kretzinger, Minister of Worship;               

Mi Moon, Pianist; Pennie Wells and Rob Montgomery, Office Administrators;  
Lisa Wolfe, Custodian 

PEOPLE AND SITUATIONS WE ARE PRAYING FOR 
* For murder victim families and those injured in the Kentucky, Texas, Nevada, Florida, Maryland and other 
domestic terror shootings and violence; 
* For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: Fred Kretzinger, and others; 
* For those struggling with addiction and other mental health issues, and for their families and caregivers; 
*For those with various health issues and concerns: Kathleen Schaffer, Nancy and Gary LaRoche, Donna Foreman, 
Sandy Franz, Janet Powell, Joe Brinkman, Mary Thompson; 
* For people who are lonely and living in emotional pain;  
* For those who are bound to their homes or care facilities; 
* For those impacted by natural and human-caused disasters; 
* For those who protect and serve us here in Findlay, domestically and around the world; 
*For peaceful solutions to conflicts; for the healing of broken police/citizen relationships; and for fair and just 
immigration laws that do not separate families at our borders. 
*For those who experience discrimination and hateful and hostile treatment; 
* For those who give care and work for social justice and the end of poverty, hate and systemic oppression;  
*For the president, for congress, our governor, our mayor and all public servants; 
*For the United States and all other nations; 
* For victims of global and domestic terrorism, for refugees fleeing and trying to find new host/home countries, for 
those facing deportation, and for the healing of political fractures in our country;  
* For those seeking employment, for those who are having trouble making ends meet; 
* For those who are imprisoned 
* For the Christian Church in Ohio 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 
monthly by the First Christian Church, 1624 Tiffin 
AV Suite B, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  

1624 Tiffin AV,, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 

DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

http://www.disciples.org

