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LET’S MAKE A DATE! 

• SUNDAYS @ 9:30 AM  Christian 

Education classes for all ages. 

• WORSHIP @ 10:30 AM 

• WEDNESDAYS @ 9:30 AM  Taize 

(Tie-Zay) Quiet Prayer Gather-

ings. 

• FRIDAYS @ 11 AM Bible Study 

on “Answering the Toughest 

Questions About God and the 

Bible.” 

• CHURCHWIDE PLANNING DAY 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 @ 10:00 

AM 

• WORSHIP AT LITZENBERG ME-

MORIAL WOODS, AUGUST 26 @ 

10:30 AM   

All members and friends of First Christian Church are invited to participate 
in a special churchwide planning day, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM on August 
11, in the church’s sanctuary.  This will be a day for worshipping, dreaming, 
and planning ministries and activities that will run from Fall 2018 through 
the end of the year.  We will be looking to plan programs and ministries 
that flow from the church’s three mission and ministry areas: Knowing 
Jesus Christ, Experiencing Radical Hospitality, and Sharing Christ’s 
Love/Resisting Injustice.   

This will be a day for EVERYONE!  Come! Dress comfortably. Bring a Bible, 
snack food, an open mind and a ready heart, for God will guide us into cre-
ating some great ministries and programs that will glorify God while enrich-
ing and transforming people in the congregation and beyond!  

FIRST CHRISTIAN TO WORSHIP AT 
LITZENBERG MEMORIAL WOODS  

AUGUST 26! 

It’s that time of year again! Time for First Christian Church and friends to 
gather for 10:30 AM Sunday worship, food and fun in the barn at Litzen-
berg Memorial Woods, 6100 US-224, Findlay, OH 45840.  This is how 
Google describes Litzenberg Memorial Woods:  Spacious, scenic park with a 
diverse landscape & trails, plus a 19th-century house with activities.  

We invite all members and friends of First Christian Church to participate in 
this special day in the life of the congregation.  Bring a dish to share and 
join us in worshiping God and fellowshipping in a beautiful setting.  Please 
tell everyone that on Sunday, August 26, we will not be worship-
ping in our Tiffin Avenue location.  Instead, we will worship 10:30 
AM at Litzenberg Memorial Woods!  



ON TRACK WITH PASTOR JACK 
Although the official end of summer is weeks away, next week’s start of the school year essen-
tially signals the end of summer for many of our children and their families.  As the back-to-
school spirit (frenzy?) settles in, I recall the sense of sadness I felt as a child as summer’s fun 
morphed into the return to learning season—the school year. O how I wanted summer to linger! 
Yet now, I find myself yearning for more learning, to grasp and re-grasp information.  The older 
I get, the more I understand that knowledge truly is power! As we contend with growing divi-
sions and hostilities across our land, now is the time for Christians to grasp and re-grasp the 
basic truths of our faith: love, grace, civility, justice and forgiveness. When practiced, these 
truths have power. Every relationship, every family, every school needs these elements.  So 
does our nation. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PASTOR JACK AND REV. SEKINAH 
HAMLIN RECEIVE LIBERATION 
AWARD FROM THE  
NATIONAL CONVOCATION 
More than 520 members of the National Convocation were called 
to action at the 25th Biennial Session in Birmingham, AL, July 19-
22. Worship and speakers alike echoed the theme of A Call to 
Action: Onward Christian Soldiers based on both 2 Samuel 10:12 
and Ephesians 6:13. Youth step teams roused worshipers and old 
favorites like “Lift Every Voice and Sing” brought life and energy 
to the Biennial Session. 

Opening worship led by Minister Walter Owens of Salem Baptist 
Church (Chicago) featured the preaching of Rev. Dr. Marvin 
McMickle of Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School. He remind-
ed worshipers not to be satisfied too soon and miss out on the 
glory of God yet to come. Rev. Dr. Teresa Jefferson-Snorton, a 
bishop of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, urged using 
all of our armor even when it is uncomfortable. Rev. Shannon 
Dycus, co-pastor of First Mennonite Church in Indianapolis issued 
a call to plant new trees. Bible lectures were provided by Rev. Dr. 
John W. Kinney of Virginia Union University. 

During the banquet Saturday evening, the National Convocation 
honored Rev. Jesse Jackson, Jr. with the Justice Leadership 
Award and Rev. Charles Webb, Jr. with the Preston Taylor Living 
Legacy Award. In addition, the African American Liberation 
Award, the National Convocation’s highest honor, was given to 
four recipients: Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II, Rev. Dr. Irie Ses-
sion, and First Christian Church’s own Rev. Dr. Jack Sulli-
van, Jr., and his spouse, Rev. Sekinah Hamlin.  The Libera-
tion Award recognizes work of Disciples that bring about greater 
justice for African Americans and all people who have known op-
pression. Pastor Jack’ s plaque read, “In Recognition of Your Con-
stant Campaign for Social Justice and Your Stance to Abolish the 
Death Penalty.”  

First Christian Church’s Rev. Sekinah Hamlin and Rev. 
Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. show the African American Lib-
eration Awards they received during the 25th Biennial 
Session of the National Convocation, July 19-22, 
Birmingham, AL. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Global Missions Intern Nia R. Sulli-
van, with students in Sierra Leone. 

PASTOR JACK TO VISIT DAUGHTER IN  
SIERRA LEONE, AUGUST 20-31, 2018 

On Monday, August 20, Pastor Jack will embark upon a 10-day trip to the West 
African country of Sierra Leone to visit his daughter, Nia R. Sullivan, who works 
in the country. Nia, 25, is a social worker who serves the church as a volunteer 
with Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United 
Church of Christ. In September 2017 Nia was appointed to the staff of the Sierra 
Leone Council of Churches where she works as Field Officer/Social Worker for 
the Project Enhancing Girls. Please pray for Nia, her work, and Pastor’s travels. 

https://www.nationalconvocation.org/
http://www.sbcoc.org/
http://www.sbcoc.org/
https://www.crcds.edu/
http://www.thecmechurch.org/
http://www.indymenno.org/
https://www.vuu.edu/


THE EARLY HISTORY OF OUR DENOMINATION 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)  
IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 
 
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) grew out of two movements seeking Christian unity that sprang up almost sim-
ultaneously in western Pennsylvania and Kentucky – movements that were backlashes against the rigid denominational-
ism of the early 1800s. Thomas and  Alexander Campbell, a Presbyterian Scotch-Irish immigrant father and son in Penn-
sylvania, rebelled against the dogmatic sectarianism that kept members of different denominations – and even factions 
within the same denomination – from partaking of the Lord’s Supper together.  Walter Scott, an immigrant from Scot-
land, was a successful evangelist of the resulting Campbell movement as it separated from the Baptists.Barton W. Stone, 
a fifth-generation American in Kentucky and also a Presbyterian, objected to the use of creeds as tests of “fellowship” 
within the church, which were a cause of disunity, especially at the Lord’s table. He was a key participant in 
the  Restoration Movement following the Cane Ridge Revival of 1801 near Paris, KY. 
 
“Christians,” the name adopted by Stone’s movement, represented what he felt to be a shedding of denominational la-
bels in favor of a scriptural and inclusive term. Campbell had similar reasons for settling on “Disciples of Christ” but he 
felt the term “Disciples” less presumptuous than “Christians.” (For an introduction to some of their ideas, see the  Last 
Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery – 1804 or theDeclaration and Address – 1809.) 

The aims and practices of the two groups were similar, and the  Campbell and Stone movements united in 1832 in Lex-
ington, KY after about a quarter of a century of separate development. (For key dates and more detail, go to the Disci-
ples of Christ Historical Society  website.) 

The founders of the Christian Church hoped to restore Christian unity by returning to New Testament faith and practices. 
But the church found that even this led to division. One group which opposed practices not specifically authorized by the 
New Testament, such as instrumental music in the church and organized missionary activity, gradually pulled away. That 
group finally was listed separately in the 1906 federal religious census as the “Churches of Christ.” Another group began 
a separation in 1926 over what it felt were too-liberal policies on the mission field in the practice of baptism. More than 
40 years later (1967-69) some 3,000 of those congregations formally withdrew at the time of Disciples restructure. They 
refer to themselves as the Christian Churches/Churches of Christ. 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

UNITED STATES PRESIDENTS WHO WERE MEMBERS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

James A. Garfield – the 20th President – (Term of Office – March 1881- Sept. 1881) – Garfield was an ordained 
Disciples minister who began his career as a teacher at Hiram College in Ohio. At Hiram he studied law, later 
served as the college’s president and preached an occasional sermon at the Disciples of Christ church where he 
was a member. Prior to being named President, Garfield spent a number of years as a member of the Ohio State 
Legislature, and the U.S. House of Representatives.  

Lyndon B. Johnson – the 36th President – (Term of Office – 1963-1969) – Johnson was a member of National 
City Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Washington, D.C. His funeral was held at National City on Jan. 25, 
1973. He also regarded the First Christian Church in Johnson City, Texas as his “home church.”  

Ronald Reagan – the 40th President – (Term of Office – 1981-1989) – Ronald Reagan was raised as a Disciple in 
his native Illinois as a young man by his mother, who was a devout member of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). He graduated from Eureka College in Eureka, Ill. which is affiliated with Disciples. In a May 9, 1982 speech 
at Eureka College, President Reagan challenged the Soviet Union to a new era of negotiations to reduce nuclear 
arms — called START. The speech has been labeled “The Beginning of the End of the Cold War.” 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

GOOD FELLOWSHIP, GOOD PEOPLE! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Campbell_(clergyman)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Campbell_(clergyman)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Scott_(clergyman)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barton_W._Stone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Restoration_Movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cane_Ridge,_Kentucky
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Last_Will_and_Testament_of_The_Springfield_Presbytery
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Last_Will_and_Testament_of_The_Springfield_Presbytery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_and_Address
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciples_of_Christ_(Campbell_Movement)
http://www.discipleshistory.org/history/brief-history-stone-campbell-tradition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Churches_of_Christ
http://www.christianchurchtoday.com/who/our_roots.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_A._Garfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyndon_B._Johnson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Reagan


OPPORTUNITIES TO KNOW GOD, KNOW EACH 
OTHER, AND SERVE GOD THROUGH  
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

FCC Pictorial Directories Are Here! Through the excellent organizing skills of Elder Nancy Peters, our pictorial church 
directory project is complete!  Almost everyone has received their individual or family photos from Lifetouch, the 
company through which the church arranged for the directory.  Now you can receive your personal directory!  See Elder 
Nancy for yours today! 

Escape The Noise of Life! Come to the Wednesday Morning Quiet Taize Prayer Sessions On Wednesday 
mornings at 9:30, we gather for a time of conversation, soft music and quiet prayer using materials from the Taize (Tie-
Zay) Ecumenical Brothers of France. Through singing and prayer, participants grow closer to God and develop bonds 
that enrich their faith and hope. Come, de-stress, and deepen your walk with Jesus Christ. 
 
Friday Morning Bible Study: Answering the Toughest Questions About God and the Bible, Led By Pat 
Sharninghouse  Eager to learn more about the biblical text and how it speaks to our times?  Meet us at 11:00 AM on 
Fridays for study and discussion of the Psalms.  Come, bring your questions. Whether you are a beginner or Bible study 
veteran, this class is for you.  (It’s fun, too!) 
 
Picture Yourself Volunteering to Support Our Neighbor and Mission Partner, A Renewed Mind 
Since spring 2017, First Christian Church has engaged in a ministry of compassion and care that has focused on the 
needs of clients and staff of one of our next door neighbors, the mental/behavioral health center known as A Renewed 
Mind (ARM).  Through the generosity of FCC families and individuals, we have delivered water, juice and snacks that 
have given nourishment and hope to those who receive and provide life-transformative services at ARM.  FCC now 
needs new volunteers to support this important ministry.  Specifically, we need more people to donate refreshments and 
to deliver them to ARM. Volunteers will deliver a cooler of water/juice and approximately 15-20 healthy snacks to ARM’s 
main office on Wednesday and Friday mornings at 10 AM. For those who purchase refreshments, you are free to choose 
the items yet please note that we try to provide items that are somewhat healthy.  In addition to water and juice, we 
have delivered fruit cups, granola bars, and small variety bags of chips.  YOU MAY SIMPLY PROVIDE REFRESHMENTS, 
DELIVER THEM, OR BOTH.  YOU MAY ALSO DONATE MONEY TO THIS EFFORT!  Please help us share God’s love by 
giving time and gifts to those who are working to recover good health and faith. Sign up sheets  are near north door of 
our suite. PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL WHO RECEIVE AND GIVE CARE FROM A RENEWED MIND!  THANK YOU! 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST):  
A HERITAGE OF OPENNESS AND ECUMENISM 

The Disciples have a long heritage of openness to other Christian traditions having come into existence as a 19th centu-
ry protest movement against denominational exclusiveness. At the local level and beyond, Disciples are frequently in-
volved in cooperative and ecumenical work. In 1910, the Disciples established the  Council on Christian Unity, the first 
denomination in the world to have an organization devoted to the pursuit of Christian unity.  Disciples helped organize 
the National and World Councils of Churches. Former General Minister and President Sharon Watkins was a member of 
the  WCC governing body and also an officer on the  NCC board (2013-17). The denomination also contributed the first 
lay president of the National Council (1960-63), Indiana industrialist J. Irwin Miller. 

The Rev. Paul A. Crow Jr., retired president of the Council on Christian Unity, the Rev. Michael K. Kinnamon, now re-
tired from the faculty at Seattle University, and the Rev. Patrice Rosner are Disciples who served as chief executives of 
the Consultation on Church Union – now  Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC) – which is striving for visible unity. In 1977, 
the Disciples of Christ (through the Disciples Ecumenical Consultative Council) have been engaged with the Roman 
Catholic Church in an official international dialogue, holding annual meetings, to explore the possibility of realizing full 
visible unity in Christ. The current phase of this dialogue, begun in 2013, is focusing on the theme , “Christians Formed 
and Transformed by the Eucharist.” 

Disciples have given leadership to the establishment of  Christian Churches Together in the U.S.A. (CCT) that brings 
together Catholics, Protestants, Orthodox, Evangelicals and Pentecostal Christians to seek to make a common witness 
in the United States. The Rev. Richard L. Hamm, former General Minister and President, was CCT’s first full-time execu-
tive. In 1989, the Disciples and the  United Church of Christ declared that “a relationship of full communion now exists 
between our two churches.” The ecumenical partnership rests on five pillars of acceptance and cooperation: a common 
confession of Christ; mutual recognition of members; common celebration of the Lord’s Supper/Holy Communion; mu-
tual recognition and reconciliation of ordained ministries; and common commitment to mission. Joint work between the 
Disciples’ Division of Overseas Ministries and the UCC’s Wider Church Ministries (formerly known as United Church 
Board for World Ministries), dates from 1967. World mission for both churches is now carried out by the Com-
mon  Global Ministries Board, established in 1995.In 1999, an official dialogue was initiated between the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), the Christian Church/Churches of Christ, and the Churches of Christ to explore greater un-
derstanding and develop greater trust among these three “streams” of the Stone-Campbell Movement. In the wider 
ecumenical movement, Disciples have held theological conversations with the Roman Catholic Church and with 
the  World Communion of Reformed Churches. 

http://ccu.disciples.org/
http://www.oikoumene.org/en
http://www.nationalcouncilofchurches.us/
http://churchesunitinginchrist.org/
http://christianchurchestogether.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.globalministries.org/
http://wcrc.ch/


PEOPLE AND SITUATIONS WE ARE  
PRAYING FOR 

* For murder victim families and those injured in the Kentucky, Texas, Nevada, Florida, Maryland and other 
domestic terror shootings and violence; 
* For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: *Ray Neall, Fred Kretzinger, and others; 
* For those struggling with addiction and other mental health issues, and for their families and caregivers; 
*For those with various health issues and concerns: Kathleen Schaffer, Nancy and Gary LaRoche, Donna Foreman, 
Sandy Franz, Janet Powell, Joe Brinkman, Mary and Tom Thompson; 
* For people who are lonely and living in emotional pain;  
* For those who are bound to their homes or care facilities; 
* For those impacted by natural and human-caused disasters; 
* For those who protect and serve us here in Findlay, domestically and around the world; 
*For peaceful solutions to conflicts; for the healing of broken police/citizen relationships; and for fair and just 
immigration laws that do not separate families at our borders. 
*For those who experience discrimination and hateful and hostile treatment; 
* For those who give care and work for social justice and the end of poverty, hate and systemic oppression;  
*For the president, for congress, our governor, our mayor and all public servants; 
*For the United States and all other nations; 
* For victims of global and domestic terrorism, for refugees fleeing and trying to find new host/home countries, for 
those facing deportation, and for the healing of political fractures in our country;  
* For those seeking employment, for those who are having trouble making ends meet; 
* For those who are imprisoned 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

THE STORY OF OUR DENOMINATIONAL LOGO, THE CHALICE 
 

 

The Story of the Chalice Logo. The logo of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a red chalice with a white St. 
Andrew's Cross. The chalice represents the centrality of communion to the life of the church. The cross of Saint An-
drew is a reminder of the ministry of each person and the importance of evangelism, and recalls the denomination's 
Scottish Presbyterian ancestry. After the 1968 General Assembly, the Administrative Committee charged a sub-
committee with the task of proposing a symbol for the church. Hundreds of designs were submitted, but none seemed 
right. By November the Deputy General Minister and President, William Howland, suggested that the committee's staff 
consultant and chairperson agree on a specific proposal and bring it back to the committee: that meant Robert L. 
Friedly of the Office of Interpretation and Ronald E. Osborn.  

On January 20, 1970, the two men sat down for lunch. With a red felt-tip pen, Osborn began to scrawl a Saint An-
drew's cross circumscribed inside a chalice on his placemat. Immediately, Friedly dispatched the crude drawing to 
Bruce Tilsley, a commercial artist and member of Central Christian Church of Denver, with the plea that he prepare an 
artistic version of the ideas. Tilsley responded with two or three sketches, from which was selected the now-familiar 
red chalice. Use of the proposed symbol became so prevalent that there was little debate when official adoption was 
considered at the 1971 General Assembly. The chalice is a registered trademark of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Congregations and ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are free to use the chalice in publica-
tions, web sites and other media. Because most congregations call themselves "Christian Churches," the chalice has 
become a simple way to identify Disciples of Christ Churches through signage, letterhead, and other forms of publicity. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

August Birthdays 

8/3 Pat Riker  
8/10 Karol Smith 
8/10 Steven Strayer 
8/12 David England  
8/15 Beth Reynolds 
8/17 Marilyn Hobbs 
8/24 Tim Wolfe 

 

August Anniversaries 

8/15 Allen & Pat Sharninghouse 
8/19 Lenny & Marilyn Hobbs 



 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
Followed by Fellowship-Coffee 
Hour 

First Christian Church is joyfully affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) US 
and Canada. www.disciples.org. We welcome all people whatever their gender identification, 
race, culture, ethnic background, sexual orientation, economic circumstance, family configu-
ration, or difference in ability into full participation in the life, leadership, and employment of 

First Christian Church. 
 

1624 Tiffin Avenue, Suite B, Findlay, OH 45840 
419.422.5615 / info@findlaydisciples.org 

www.findlaydisciples.org  
Facebook: First Christian Church Findlay Ohio 

The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr., Senior Pastor; Robin Kretzinger, Minister of Worship; Mi Moon, 
Pianist; Pennie Wells and Rob Montgomery, Office Administrators;  

Lisa Wolfe, Custodian 

 

 

The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 
monthly by the First Christian Church, 1624 Tiffin 
AV Suite B, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  

1624 Tiffin AV,, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 

DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Disciples Volunteering assists and enhances Disciples serving 
community, especially through the servant missions and min-
istries of congregations. By focusing on supporting local mis-
sion interests, developing servant leaders, and sending teams 
in mission, Disciples Volunteering is promoting a fundamental 
shift toward service and missions that are more sustainable, 
flexible, effective, and, ultimately, a better witness to our 
faith in action. To this end, Disciples Volunteering continues 
to Call, Connect, Equip, and Send Servants and the Church 
for Service with the Community. Disciples serving community 
move from volunteer to servant to neighbor to friend as we 
Get Dirty for Jesus together.  For more information on how 
you can get involved, contact  Rev. Josh Baird, Director of 
Disciples Volunteering at 985.778.6915. 

http://www.disciples.org

