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To you wonderful folks of First Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) of Findlay, 

 I agree with Rev. Bob Kaylor who recently wrote that one of 
the most important spiritual truths that each of us has discov-
ered over the course of our Christian lives is that a prayer of 
“patience” is the one prayer God almost always answers, usually 
in the form of offering us an immediate opportunity to exercise 
it.  Patience, as it turns out, isn’t something that God simply 
grants to us; it’s something God actually expects us to practice! 
 What Rev. Kaylor says fits me to a tee, too: “That’s tough, 
because I’m not a patient person by nature, and this means I get 
to practice a lot.  Standing in a long queue for anything makes 
me vibrate with frustration, and sitting in standstill traffic often 
leads me to mutter non-pastoral words under my breath. I’ve 
had to really bear down on the patience thing in those situations, 
remembering that I’m not in control of everything – an ontologi-
cal reality of which I need constant reminding.” 
 The real problem, however, is when the original sin of impa-
tience spills over into our church life – as pastors, church leaders, 
church members.  f we’re impatient with the little things in life, 
then it’s no wonder that we’re impatient when it comes to the 
church.  Eugene Peterson calls impatience the “besetting sin” of 
most people in churches today. We have a goal and plan in mind 
for the church: we’re going to fill it with people; we’re going to 
preach and teach five-step plans to get people to be better Chris-
tians; and we’re going to change the world.  All of these are lofty 
goals, but Peterson reminds us that, in reality, pastoring and 
leading a church is “slow, slow work” because bringing people 
(and ourselves) into obedience to God takes a long time. When 
we lack the patience to lean in for the long haul, we are prone to 
take short-cuts and to use any means available to boost the met-
rics that look good to the denomination or to the community or 
to ourselves. We might be building the church, but we’re not 
actually changing anyone’s life for the kingdom. 
 Rev. Kaylor recently mentioned a book that confirms Peter-
son’s assertion about impatience being one of the great sins of 
us church members and leaders in the 21st century. Church histo-
rian Alan Kreider has done an intriguing study of the nature of 
the rapid growth of the early church in its first four centuries 
titled, The Patient Ferment of the Early Church.  Interestingly, the 
catalyst for that growth had little to do with the things the 
church impatiently works at today: evangelism strategies, attrac-

tive and “relevant” worship services, better facilities, and more 
programs.  Instead, Kreider points out that the number one driv-
er of the church’s expansion had to do with patience – forming 
people who would be so obedient to Christ and so reflective of 
His character that they would be attractive to their pagan neigh-
bors.  In other words, it was all about forming the habitus of the 
people rather than forming larger churches. 
 Imagine a church, for example, where outsiders were not 
permitted to attend the church’s worship services or communion 
until they had undergone three years of catechism and mentor-
ing by an experienced, spiritually mature Christian sponsor.  So 
much for relevant worship! Evangelism wasn’t about knocking on 
doors or having a better website, but rather, about those inten-
tionally formed Christians living in close proximity to others and 
demonstrating the Christian life in such a way that their neigh-
bors were intrigued. Church leaders didn’t focus so much on 
imparting knowledge about the Bible and theology to their peo-
ple.  Instead, they were concerned about whether their people 
were actually living in the way of Jesus Christ.  It wasn’t about 
counting the number of people in the church as much as it was 
counting how much Christ had gotten into the church’s people. 
 Our church leadership ancestors from the first centuries of 
the Christian church were a patient lot, and it was their patient 
work with people over a long period of time that influenced the 
culture around them. After Constantine in the fourth century, 
however, the Christian church began to adopt the impatient 
strategies and metrics of the secular world, and the exponential 
growth that characterized the early church began to slow as peo-
ple and their leaders become more enamored with volume than 
with vitality. It’s gotten to the point that today, the world looks 
at the Christian church and doesn’t see much difference between 
themselves and the church. Our impatience in the church has led 
to irrelevance.  
 
 

Continued on page 2 
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 I agree with Rev. Kaylor that it is time for us to pray for pa-
tience again, and not be afraid to exercise it when it comes to our 
church’s ministries and mission.  Are we “being the church” in a way 
that’s less about information than it is about transformation?  Is our 
ministry designed to look more like a marathon than a sprint?  Are 
we caring more about growing Christian character in people than 
we are about the number of people in our pews?  In a world where 
Christianity is being pushed to the margins and in a time when we 
who are First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Findlay have 
been given a rare and wonderful opportunity in the sale of our 
building and in the re-location to our new place to re-think and re-
start and re-invent ourselves for our unique niche here in Findlay, 
we have an opportunity to re-adopt the patient strategy of the early 
church again 

 We will need that in our re-focused outreach (spearheaded by 
our Board) to our building neighbors SAFY Foster Care Agency and 
Renewed Minds (spearheaded by Bill and Nancy Peters), to the 
Findlay City Mission (spearheaded by Kathleen Schaffer and Patty 
Koehler), to our more mature and shut-in members as our youth 
give them an opportunity to share their faith journeys on vide-
otape (spearheaded by Robin Kretzinger and Patty Koehler), to 
faith discussions about what God is calling us to do now in our 
new ministry setting (spearheaded by Patty Koehler and Melissa 
Drown), and globally to explore how we can partner with other 
churches to help specified groups of needy and marginalized peo-
ple in other parts of our own country and in other countries 
(spearheaded by Robin Kretzinger). And we will need that in our 
pastoral search, headed up by Charlotte Ballard, with her search 
team members Barbara England, Andy Koehler, Robin Kretzinger, 
Beth Reynolds, and Steven Strayer, and in the slow but steady 
ministry with our new pastor. 
 In all of this, and more, we can learn to be patient church mem-
bers, leaders, and pastors who are in it for the long haul.  It just 
takes practice!  
See you around in and around our new church building this month 
of September.  

Take care and God bless,  Pastor Rick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Courier by Brenna Griteman—Family Editor 

 
FINDLAY WOMAN EARNS TOP MOOSE HONOR 
Out of over 1,400 local chapters in the country, a Findlay 
Women of the Mosse member has earned the organization’s 
2016 Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Karol Smith is not just an ordinary member of the Women of 
the Moose, however. As a chairwoman of Moose Internation-
al, she spends about as much time traveling for the organiza-
tion, promoting its three basic missions across the country, as 
she does at home. 
And now that she’s won the fraternal organization’s premier 
honor, Smith has no intentions of slowing down. 

 
“It just means I’ve got to keep going, just to show them that 
I wasn’t just working for this (award). I want to do whatev-
er I can for people as long as I can,” she said. 
To be sure, Smith didn’t know she was working for the 
award at all. She was attending the International Moose 
Convention in St. Louis as she normally does in June when 
her dear friend Jeanenne Lautzenheiser, knowing Smith 
would be hard to coerce onto the stage otherwise, tricked 
her into the platform by paging her and saying she needed 
help with her duties as grand regent. In announcing this 
year’s big winner, the speaker began reading what Smith 
soon recognized as her own resume and it all clicked. 
“She finally looked at me and said, “Oh my gosh, I’m the 
winner,” Lautzenheiser said with a laugh. 
“I feld so simple,” Smith recalled 
“I was so shocked when they called my name at Internation-
al.” 
Lautzenheiser, who initially joined the organization in Van 
Wert in 1967 and is now a member of three chapters, in-
cluding the one in her new hometown in Georgia, explained 
2016 marks the third year the Lifetime Achievement Award 
has been given. One man and one woman earn the award 
annually after a rigorous, nationwide search for the most 
deserving member.  
Each local chapter nominates one person and submits the 
name to a board of past state officers, which reviews the 
applications and sends their pick off to the international 
officers to make the final call. 
“To be considered and to be a winner, it’s quite an honor,” 
Lautzenheiser said of her friend. 
Smith joined the Findlay Women of the Moose Chapter 362 
in 1970 and is now used in the field by Moose International. 
Her cross-country travels have her serving at Moose confer-
ences, helping with fundraising efforts and, most important-
ly, working with community services such as local humane 
societies, schools and food banks. 
Such community service is one of the organization’s three 
basic missions, as outlined at the fraternity’s founding in 
1988. the other two missions include providing for the chil-
dren at Moose Heart in Aurora, Illinois, a K-12 school for 
children in social services or whose parents cannot other-
wise provide for them; and Moose Haven, a home for senior 
Moose members in Orange Park, Florida. 
Smith explained while local chapters focus on smaller com-
munity service projects, statewide Moose chapters perform 
larger tasks. Moose International undertakes much larger 
projects, including a recent one in which members painted 
a school and collected 2 tons of school supplies and food. 
“So it’s just fabulous what everyone can do when they work 
together.” she said. 
During her recent visit with The courier, Smith was prepar-
ing for trips to Michigan, Colorado and Idaho. Lautzen-
heiser, on the other hand was preparing for visits to Ala-
bama, Florida, Oregon, Montana and Ontario, Canada. Both 
women said they try to sneak in some sightseeing during 
their travels but admitted most of their free time is spent 
either in airports or hotels. 
“We try to see a little bit,” Smith said. 



 Prayer Needs: 
 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: 

 *Ray Neall *Fred Kretzinger 

  For those with various health issues and concerns: 

 * Nancy Peters *Erma Weist *John Snyder *Donna Foreman 

*Cathy Kubeck  *Doris Moore *Janet Powell *Tiffany Ivy 

 For First Christian Church’s Homebound Members 

 For growth in all ministries and areas of service at First Chris-

tian Church  

 For those who are seeking employment 

 For those having trouble making ends meet 

 For peaceful and just solutions to conflicts around the world. 
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First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for August: 28 

Amount given in August: $ 941 

Remember to like us on Facebook- “First Christian 

Church Findlay Ohio” 
 

  

Welcome to our new church at it’s new location: 
1624 Tiffin Avenue Suite B 

Findlay, Ohio 45840 
Same phone number 419-422-5615 

 
 

COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
 
 
 

For mailing we have a post office box! 
P. O. Box 127 

Findlay, OH 45839-0127 

September Birthdays 
9/2   Cindi Beltz 

9/8   Melissa Brown 

9/15  Amanda Reynolds 

9/14  Natalie Williamson 

9/19  Robin Kretzinger 

9/25  Mabel (Bo) Bradley 

 

 September Anniversaries  
9/3  Bill & Sharon Booher 

9/11 Andy & Patty Koehler  

 

 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://

www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of the website, please click on 

the page Current Lamplighter Newsletters. There you may choose from 

form the list of the current newsletters. Earlier editions will be available 

on the home page in the archives list. 



September 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 

No Bible Study 
 

3 

4 
8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday 
School 

10:30 am - Worship 
12:00 Coffee Hour 

 
 

5 

Happy Labor 

Day! 

 

6 

 

7 

9:30 am 

Taize Prayer  

8 

 

9 

11:00 am  

Bible Study 

 

10 

10:00 am  
Board Meeting 

 

 

11 
8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday 
School 

10:30 am - Worship 
12:00 Coffee Hour 

 

12 

7:00 pm Pasto-

ral Search Com-

mittee Meeting 

13 14 

9:30 am  
Taize Prayer 

15 16 
11:00 am  

Bible Study 
 

17 

 

18 
8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday 
School   

10:30 am - Worship 
12:00 pm -Coffee 

Hour 
2:30 pm-Fox Run 

Worship 

19 

 

20 21 

9:30 am 

Taize Prayer 

22 23 

11:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

24 

 

25 

8:45 am-Chimes  
9:30 am - Sunday 

School  
10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee 
Hour 

 
  

26 27 28 

9:30 am 

Taize Prayer 

 

29 30 
11:00 am  

Bible Study 
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September Serving Schedule 

September 4 September 11 

Minister:                 Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:        Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:       Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Scripture Reader:          Karol Smith 

Elders:                   Robin Kretzinger, Barb England 

Deacons:                 Barb Brown , Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:             Team #1 Cindi Beltz, Beth Reynolds 

Counters:                Tara Miller, Robin Kretzinger 

 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  Bill Peters, David England 

Scripture Reader:           Tara Miller 

Elders:                    Barb England, Nancy Peters 

Deacons:                  Bill Peters, David England, Sue Davies 

Coffee Hour:               Team #2 Pat Sharninghouse, Linda Pitkin 

Counters:                  Tara Miller, Andy Koehler 

September 18 September 25 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  Lisa Wolf, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson/Kendall Kretzinger 

Elders:                   Linda Pitkin, Beth Reynolds 

Deacons:                 Lisa Wolf, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:              Team #3 Bill & Nancy Peters, Karol Smith, 

Dale Yoder  

Counters:                 Tara Miller, Bill Peters 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                 Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:          Steven Strayer 

Elders:                   Beth Reynolds, Barb England 

Deacons:                  Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder 

Coffee Hour:               Team #4 Barb Brown, Patty Koehler 

Counters:                 Tara Miller, Patty Koehler 
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September 2016 
 

September 4 – Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time—Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Labor Day Week-
end Sunday, Scripture Reader: Karol Smith, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “Full of Use”, Scripture: Phile-
mon 1-21, Theme: Are we in service, or out of service? 
 
September 11– Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost, 15th Anni-
versary of 9/11, Scripture Reader: Tara Miller, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “The Lure of Righteous An-
ger”, Scripture: Matthew 5:21-26, Theme: We’re angry, and rightly so. Now what? 
 
September 18– Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Scripture Read-
er: Mercedes Williamson or Kendall Kretzinger, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “Turn in an Account of Your 
Stewardship” Scripture: Luke 16:1-13, Theme: Are we defeated by adversity? Is there only one thing that we 
lack? 
 
September 25– Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Ninteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Scripture Read-
er: Steven Strayer, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “The Ministry of Making Many Rich”, Scripture: 1 Timo-
thy 6:6-19, Theme: What should be our Christian walk? And what does wealth have to do with it? 
 
 

 

 

 

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 1624 Tiffin 

AV, Suite B, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
1624 Tiffin AV, Findlay, Ohio 45840. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


