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 “To you wonderful folks of First Christian  

Church (Disciples of Christ) of Findlay,” 
 Do you know Bible passages that are difficult to under-
stand, let alone tough to explain to somebody else?  Luke 9:57
-62 may be one of those passages. 
 “As they were going along the road, someone said to 
Him (Jesus), “I will follow You wherever you go.”  (Luke 
9:57) If it were up to us, we probably wouldn’t want to miss the 
opportunity of winning a person over to Christ, to our church.  
But here, Jesus seems to be doing just the opposite!  Jesus 
seems almost cold to the person who addressed him and 
seems to turn that person away so discouraged.  But never 
apologize for our Lord.  The words of the Lord sometimes hurt 
and offend until there is nothing left to be hurt of offended.  
Jesus had no tenderness whatsoever toward anything that was 
ultimately going to ruin a person in that person’s service to 
God.  Our Lord’s answers were not based on some whim or 
impulsive thought, but on the knowledge of human nature. 
 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay His head.”  (Luke 9:58) These words destroy the argu-
ment of serving Jesus Christ because it is a pleasant thing to 
do.  And the strictness of the rejection that Jesus demands, 
Oswald Chambers explains, allows for nothing to remain in our 
lives except the Lord, ourselves, and a sense of desperate 
hope.  Jesus says that we must let everyone else come or go, 
and that we must be guided solely by our relationship to Him. 
 To another He said, “Follow Me.”  But He said, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.”  But Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.”  (Luke 9:59-60)  The man 
did not want to disappoint Jesus, nor did he want to show a 
lack of respect for his father.  We oftentimes put our loyalty to 
our family or to our job or to an affinity group ahead of our loy-
alty to Jesus Christ, forcing Christ to take last place.  But when 
our loyalties conflict, we need to always obey Jesus Christ 
whatever the cost. 
 Another said, “I will follow You, Lord; but let me first 
say farewell to those at my home.”  Jesus said to him, “No 
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of God.”  (Luke 9:61-62)   The person who 
says, “Lord, I will follow You, but…,” is the person who is in-

tensely ready to go, but never goes.  This man had reserva-
tions about going.  The exacting call of Jesus has no room for 
anything that diverts us from the call.  Once the call of God 
comes to us, we need to start going and not look back!
 Needless to say, much has happened to our church the 
last few months.  We had no idea when 2016 began (other 
than our 2016 goals that we needed to address our building 
costs and needed to find a new pastor) that we would be where 
we are today.  As we have shared before, we have been 
uniquely blessed with the sale of our North Main Street building 
and with our locating our new church home (with our current 
two-lease) at 1624 Tiffin Avenue, Suite B.  We have been 
blessed with the proceeds of the building sale (of which we still 
need to be faithful stewards) which are helping us fund our 
current and future ministry. 
 We have been blessed with each of you – who have 
worked so hard with our sale, move, and settling into our new 
church home – and with our church leaders who have a won-
derful vision for us as we re-direct and re-focus our mission 
and re-define who we are.  This will position the church in a 
wonderful place as you welcome your new pastor and begin a 
new chapter in the life of the church in 2017. 
 So what is Jesus calling us to do right now, to which the 
above Bible passage points?  How is Jesus telling us to follow 
Him now?  What is Jesus requiring us to focus on, in a directed 
way, and to not turn back? 
 There are three things that Jesus is directing us to 
right now – October 2016.  As we mentioned last month, 
our Board is casting a broad vision and challenging us to re-
think, re-invent, and re-start ourselves for our unique niche 
here in Findlay.  First of all, our Board is asking YOU to consid-
er how you can help us re-focus our outreach ministry and 
mission.  There are several endeavors in the works right 
now.  Please consider which effort you would like to be in-
volved in and contact the Board member who is responsible for 
it and working on it 
 
 
 
Continued on page 2….. 
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to our building neighbors SAFY Foster Care Agency and Re-
newed Minds (spearheaded by Bill and Nancy Peters), to the 
Findlay City Mission (spearheaded by Kathleen Schaffer and 
Patty Koehler), to our more mature and shut-in members as 
our youth give them an opportunity to share their faith jour-
neys on videotape (spearheaded by Robin Kretzinger and 
Patty Koehler), to faith discussions about what God is calling 
us to do now in our new ministry setting (spearheaded by 
Patty Koehler and Melissa Drown), and globally to explore 
how we can partner with other area churches to help speci-
fied groups of needy and marginalized people in other parts 
of our own country and in other countries (spearheaded by 
Robin Kretzinger). 
 Second, our Pastoral Search Committee needs our pray-
er and moral support as chairperson Charlotte Ballard, and 
search team members Barbara England, Andy Koehler, Robin 
Kretzinger, Beth Reynolds, and Steven Strayer continue their 
slow but steady search for our new pastor who will be called 
full-time for two years (at which point the church will evaluate 
the status of the congregation and our ministry at that point 
and decide how to proceed accordingly).  
 Charlotte Ballard has an update on the Pastoral Search Com-
mittee’s progress in this newsletter. 
 Third, you are urged to participate fully in our re-
invigorated worship in our new church home.  On October 
16, we will have a special Healing Service that is explained 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  There is no magical formula for 
healing. But rather, this service will be different than our usual 
service by giving us time a this crucial time in the life of our church 
to listen to God and God’s Word, pray intentionally as individuals 
and as a congregation, experiencing the healing of music, and 
waiting on the Holy Spirit.  In addition, we have started asking 
people to prayerfully consider and to share during Sunday 
worship your “God-sightings” for the week – times that you 
have particularly felt and experienced God’s presence.  Our 
sharing's of “God-sightings” bolster our own faith and encourage 
the faith walks of our fellow church members. Prayerfully consider 
sharing your “God-sightings” on Sunday mornings. 
 I look forward to seeing you and having you join us this 
month of October.  

“Take care and God bless.” Pastor Rich 

 

HEALING SERVICE  
DURING WORSHIP SERVICE ON OCTOBER 16 

During our regular worship time on October 16, we will have a different 
kind of service than our usual order of worship.  We will have a special 
healing worship service.  Our emphasis will be on individual, congrega-
tional, and national and world healing.  Leaving our old building left 
pain and costs (fatigue, sense of personal loss, loss of some mem-
bers).  It is time for prayerful healing and Holy Spirit re-energizing to 
move forward.  We want to embrace the past, but not let the past own 
us.  We want to pray for the positives in what was, what is, and what 
will be as we continue our focus on Jesus 
Christ.  Our goal is not to tell God what He needs 
to do to get it right for us; but rather, to listen to 
God as to how we need to get it right with Him.  
 We will give our joys and worries and needs 
to God, give our monetary offerings to God, and 
spend quiet time listening to the still, small voice 
of God and opening ourselves to the movement 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

We will prayerfully ask: How is God giving us peace and comfort and 
strength now?  We will listen to Luke 18:1-8 and its parallel parable 
Luke 11:5-13, intersperse with brief explanations of those two scrip-
tural passages with periods of silence and with sharing of insights, 
have folks who wish to come forward and ask for prayers of healing, 
have folks who wish to stay silent offer silent prayers of healing, and 
conclude with prayers for healing (individual and congregational pray-
ers).  
Our morning worship will culminate with Communion and praise 
songs and strong affirmations.  
 Our children will be involved and will participate in this healing 
worship, as well. 
 Much of our healing worship will come from the “Prayer Service 
for Healing” from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Chalice 
Worship Book.   

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE  

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE 

We have finally completed the Congregational Pro-
file and it was sent to Dr. Bill Edwards, Regional 
Minister.  If you recall, the committee asked you, the 
congregation, to complete a portion of the Pro-
file.  We needed to see what our finances would be 
after the sale of the church to better establish a sala-
ry that we could offer a potential candidate.  This 
took a little longer than was anticipated.  The Search 
Committee is in their second round of reviewing Min-
isterial Profiles.  Of the three applicants that we 
were interested in interviewing by phone, one had 
just contracted with another church.  We did not 
want to limit ourselves to only two candidates.  We 
have received three more Ministerial Profiles and 
will review those in our meeting on Monday even-
ing.  We did a phone interview with one candidate 
last Monday night and a phone interview with anoth-
er applicant is scheduled for Monday, October 
3rd.  We are moving ahead now at great 
speed.  Thank you all, dear congregation, for your 
prayers and patience with your Search Commit-
tee.  We are getting closer for a selection. 

 God Bless, Charlotte Ballard, Chairperson 
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First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for September: 39 

Amount given in September $ 3,663 

Remember to like us on Facebook- “First Christian 

Church Findlay Ohio” 
 

Prayer Needs: 
 For those with cancer and undergoing Can-

cer Treatment:  *Fred Kretzinger 

 For those with various health issues and 

concerns: Erma Weist, Donna Foreman, 

Nancy Peters, Sue Forrest, Cathy Kubeck, 

Doris Moore, Janet Powell, Tiffany Ivy, 

Canden, Bill & Sharon Booher, John Snyder  

 For First Christian Church’s Homebound 

Members 

 For growth in all ministries and areas of 

service at First Christian Church  

 For those who are seeking employment 

 For those having trouble making ends meet 

 For peaceful and just solutions to con-

flicts around the world. 

 

October Birthdays 
10/1 Luke Drown  

10/5 Thomas Riker 

10/16 Toni Beltz 

10/21 Nancy Peters  

10/22 Keaton Kretzinger  

10/23 Linda England  

10/23 Mercedes Williamson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Anniversaries  

10/18 Tom & Mary Thompson 

 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://

www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of the website, please click on 

the page Current Lamplighter Newsletters. There you may choose 

from form the list of the current newsletters. Earlier editions will be 

available on the home page in the archives list. 



October 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
              

  

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

 
 

2 
8:45 am-Chimes  
9:30 am - Sunday 

School   
10:30 am - Worship-
12:00 Coffee Hour 

 
 

3 

7:00 pm Pastoral 

Search Com-

mittee Meeting 

with Rev. Dr. Bill 

Edwards 

 

4 

 

5 

9:30 am- Taize Prayer 

 
 
 
 

6 7 

11:00 am - Bible  
Study 

 

8 

9:00 a.m. Elders 
Meeting 

 
10:00 am - Board 

Meeting 
 

 

9 
8:45 am-Chimes  
9:30 am - Sunday 

School   
10:30 am - Worship 
12:00 Coffee Hour 

 
 

10 11 12 

9:30 am- Taize Prayer 

13 

Christian Church 

in Ohio Regional 

Biennial Meeting 

in Columbus, OH 

 

14 
11:00 am - Bible  

Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

Christian Church in 

Ohio Regional 

Biennial Meeting 

in Columbus, OH 

 

16 
8:45 am-Chimes  
9:30 am - Sunday 

School   
10:30 am - Worship - 

Special Healing  
Service 

12:00 pm -Coffee 
Hour 

2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

17 

 

18 19 

9:30 am- Taize Prayer 

20 21 

11:00 am - Bible  
Study 

 
 

 

22 

 
 

23  8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

 

24 

 

31 

 

25 26 

9:30 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

27 28 

11:00 am - Bible  
Study 

29 
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30  
8:45 am-Chimes  
9:30 am - Sunday 
School  
10:30 am - Worship 
12:00 pm -Coffee 
Hour 



October Serving Schedule 

October 2 October 9 

Minister:                 Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:        Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:       Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 David England, Karol Smith, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:          Beth Reynolds 

Elders:                   Nancy Peters, Robin Kretzinger 

Deacons:                 Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:             Team #5 Deb Kirk, Barb England, Lisa Wolfe 

Counters:                Robin Kretzinger, Patty Koehler 

 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Barb England 

Scripture Reader:           Steven Strayer 

Elders:                    Robin Kretzinger, Linda Pitkin 

Deacons:                  Bill Peters, David England 

Coffee Hour:               Team #1 Cindi Beltz, Beth Reynolds 

Counters:                  Robin Kretzinger, Andy Koehler 

October 16 October 23 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  Karol Smith, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:          Charlotte Ballard, Karol Smith,  

                         Robin Kretzinger, Kendall Kretzinger 

Elders:                   Barb England, Robin Kretzinger 

Deacons:                 Lisa Wolfe, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:              Team #2 Pat Sharninghouse, Linda Pitkin  

Counters:                  Robin Kretzinger, Bill Peters 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                 David England, Tim Wolfe, John Snyder, 

Barb England 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                   Linda Pitkin, Nancy Peters 

Deacons:                  Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder 

Coffee Hour:               Team #3 Bill & Nancy Peters, Karol 

Smith, Dale Yoder 

Counters:                 Robin Kretzinger, Tara Miller 

October 30  

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  Beth Reynolds, Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:          Tara Miller 

Elders:                   Beth Reynolds, Linda Pitkin 

Deacons:                  Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:               Team #4 Barb Brown, Patty Koehler 

Counters:                 Robin Kretzinger, Patty Koehler 
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October 2016 
 
October 2 –  Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time—Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost—World Communion Sunday 
Scripture Reader—Beth Reynolds, Pianist—Becky Pulling, Message: “Faith Security Systems”, Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:1-14, 
Theme: If our main job is not to defend the faith, then what is it? 
 
October 9– Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost—Access Sunday and Disabilities 
Awareness Week. Scripture Reader—Steven Strayer, Pianist—Becky Pulling, Message: “Single-Tasking the Spiritual Life:, Scrip-
ture: 2 Timothy 2:9-15, Theme: What one thing does a pure heart desire? 
 
October 16– Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost—Healing Service.  
Scripture Readers—Charlotte Ballard, Karol Smith, Robin Kretzinger, Kendall Kretzinger, Pianist-Becky Pulling, Special Music: 
Patty Koehler, Possible Scriptures: Luke 11:5-13 and Luke 18:1-8 
 

October 23– Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost, Scripture Reader: Mercedes William-

son, Pianist—Becky Pulling, Message: “The ‘Last Year’ Test”, Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, Theme: If we knew, as did the 

Apostle Paul, that this was our last year on Earth, would we change anything? 

 

October 30—Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time—Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost—Reformation Sunday, Scripture 

Reader—Tara Miller, Pianist—Becky Pulling, Message: “Fortuitous Events”, Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-4;2:1-4, Theme: When we 

give ourselves to God, we have to trust that what befalls us is fortuitous in the hands of God. We might think that these are 

fortunate events, happy events, serendipitous events. Maybe. But not always. Just ask Habakkuk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 1624 Tiffin 

AV, Suite B, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
1624 Tiffin AV,, Suite B, Findlay, Ohio 45840. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


