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To you wonderful folks of First Christian  

Church (Disciples of Christ) of Findlay, 
We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a 
fragmented world.  As part of the one body of Christ, we 
welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us. 
 
 Those of us who attended the Christian Church in Ohio 
(Disciples of Christ) Regional Assembly a couple of weeks ago 
were reminded that surveys show that the top reasons people 
come and continue to attend churches are:  place (location), 
program (if they are going to meet their needs), people (if 
they’re friendly and welcoming), and personality (of the lay 
leaders and the pastor).  They want to see if they are compati-
ble with all of those.  But the thing with all of these reasons is 
that they are temporary.  We know well, with our own First 
Christian Church in Findlay, that at least two of those items 
have changed and will change for us this year. 
 But that’s okay because we really need to ask ourselves: 
What does not change?  And that would be our mission – what 
we stand for and who we are and how we go from serving our-
selves to serving others sacrificially in Jesus’ name. 
 We were told that a church’s mission needs to be framed 
in one sentence that is easily remembered and repeated (such 
as the one above from the Christian Church/Disciples of 
Christ).  I am proud that we here in our local church have such 
a statement – one that empowers our mission and one that is 
always in front of the church and the community.  Just read our 
bulletin cover each week, and it’s there.  Just read the sign 
outside of our new building, and it is there.  We boldly declare, 
“Our mission is to be an open, just and loving Christian 
Community that welcomes, includes and serves all chil-
dren of God” (our statement that was worked on and 
adopted several years ago). 
 That is our statement to ourselves, to our community, and 
to the world.  It says that we are welcoming and accepting of 
where people are in their life journeys, that we promote and 
practice justice and love, and that we embrace and serve all.  If 
we look at our church’s emphases as a triangle – WORSHIP, 
GROW, AND SERVE – our mission statement and focus drives 
all that we are and all that we do.  We are centered in our wor-
ship, intent in our spiritual and numerical growth, and dedicated 
in our service to God’s children (whoever they are). 
 Our mission statement is our vision.  And the Bible says 
that our vision is something that we need to hold up.  Let’s re-

member to do that, especially as we continue to go through our 
current period of transition. 
 Some of us during this time may be tempted to think, “If 
only I were somewhere else, I could do great things for God.”  
Actually, though, all of God’s people are ordinary people who 
have been made extraordinary by the purpose God has given 
them.  And unless we have the right purpose intellectually in 
our minds and lovingly in our hearts, we will very quickly be 
diverted from being useful to God.  We are not workers for God 
by our own choice.  The Apostle Paul’s whole heart, mind, and 
soul were consumed with the great purpose of what Jesus 
Christ came to do, and Paul never lost sight of that one thing.  
We, too, need to continually confront ourselves with one cen-
tral fact – “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). 
 “I (God) chose you….” (John 15:16).  Let us keep those 
words as a wonderful reminder.  It is not that we have “gotten” 
God, but that God has “gotten” us!  Oswald Chambers reminds 
us that God is at work bending, breaking, molding, and doing 
exactly as He chooses.  Why?  God is doing it for one purpose 
– that He may be able to say, “This is My woman, and this is 
My man.” We have to be in God’s hand, through our church’s 
mission focus and in our individual lives, so that He can place 
others on the Rock, Jesus Christ, just as He has placed us. 
 So remember to never choose to be a worker for God.  But 
once God has placed His call upon us, woe be to us if we “turn 
aside…to the right of the left…” (Deuteronomy 28:14).  God will 
do with each of us what He never did before His call came to 
each of us, and God will do with each of us what He is not do-
ing with any other person.  God will do with our church what He 
is not doing with any other church.  Let God have His way!  
Praise be to God!   
 As my time winds down here at First Christian Church, I 
look forward to seeing you and having you join us this month of 
November.   
 

Take care and God bless,          Pastor Rick 
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 Remember to 
Vote! 

 

UPDATE FROM THE PASTORAL SEARCH 

COMMITTEE: 

Charlotte Ballard, Chairperson of the Pastoral 
Search Committee, shared with the congrega-
tion on October 23

rd
 that two of the pastoral 

candidates that the committee was interested in 
have decided to pursue other avenues of minis-
try.  The committee, then, once again is asking 
Dr. Bill Edwards, Regional Minister, for more 
profiles to consider.   As before, please continue 
your prayers and patience for the committee 
and for this search process. 

 

 

 From our neighboring SAFY…… 

We will be collecting (only) clothes for 

children and youth (any ages and sizes 

from newborn to age 18) for either gender. 

This will be used by SAFY for holiday dis-

tributions. They need the clothes by 

Thanksgiving, thus we will only be collect-

ing November 13 & 20 Sunday’s! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting 

Sunday -  

November 13 

This meeting will follow our wor-
ship service and is important to at-

tend. We will be voting on new and 
returning officers and Board mem-

bers and the 2017 budget (which will 
be larger than recent years because 

we will be factoring in a full-time 
pastor). 



 Prayer Needs: 
For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment:* 
Ray Neall, *Fred Kretzinger*  
For those with various health issues and concerns: *Pat 
Sharninghouse, *Erma Weist, *John Snyder, *Donna Fore-
man, *Nancy Peters, *Kasey Stewart *Kathleen Schaeffer, 
*Cathy Kubeck, *Doris Moore, *Janet Powell, *Gayla Mil-
ler, *Tiffany Ivy, *Natalie Hampshire 
Prayers for peace and just solutions to conflicts, natural 

disasters, polarizing, police/citizen relationships, 
terrorism around the world, refugees fleeing and 
trying to find new host/home countries, and political 
campaigns this fall (and Election Day this coming 
week). 

For those seeking employment. 
For those who are having trouble making ends meet 
For those who are in physical or emotional pain 
For our First Christian Church homebound members 
For military personnel around the world who regularly risk 

their lives for freedom. For discernment of our 
church members about our church’s future ministry. 

 

 
 

 

The Lamplighter                                               October 2016                                     Page 3 

 

 

 

First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for  

October: 43 

Amount given in October:  $ 1,265.59 

Remember to like us on Facebook 

“First Christian Church Findlay Ohio” 

 

 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: 

http://www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of the 

website, please click on the page Current Lamplighter 

Newsletters. There you may choose from form the list of 

the current newsletters. Earlier editions will be available 

on the home page in the archives list. 

 
 
 

November Birthdays 
11/4  Pat Sharninghouse  

11/6  Kaitlyn Koehler 
11/7  Gene Weist 

11/12 Emma Weist  
11/28  Gabriel Riker  

 

 



November 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

  

 1 

 

2 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

3 4 

11:00 am  
Bible Study 

5 

 
 

6 
8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday School   
10:30 am - Worship 

 
12:00 Coffee Hour 

 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer   

 
 
 

10 

 
 

 

11 

11:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

12 

9:00 am — Elders 
Meeting 

 
10:00 am -  

Board Meeting 
 

 

13 
8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday School   
10:30 am - Worship 

 
Annual Congregational 

Meeting follows Worship 
 

12:00 Coffee Hour 
 
 

14 15 16 

9:00 am-Taize Prayer  

17 18 
11:00 am 

Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 

 

 

20 
8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday School   
10:30 am - Worship- 

 
12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

 
2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

ship 

21 22 23 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

24 

Thanksgiving 

25 

11:00 am 
Bible Study 

 
 

 

26 

 
 
 

27 

8:45 am-Chimes  
9:30 am - Sunday School  

10:30 am - Worship 
12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

 
  
 

28 29 30 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 
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November Serving Schedule 
November 6 November 13 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Karol Smith, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:          Tara Miller 

Elders:                   Beth Reynolds, Nancy Peters 

Deacons:                  Bill Peters, David England 

Coffee Hour:               Team #5 Deb Kirk, Barb England, Lisa Wolfe 

Counters:                 Patty Koehler, Robin Kretzinger 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon: Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  David England, Barb England, Martha 

Stoner 

Scripture Reader:           Steven Strayer 

Elders:                     Nancy Peters, Barb England 

Deacons:                  Lisa Wolfe, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:               Team #1 Cindi Beltz, Beth Reynolds 

Counters:                 Patty & Andy Koehler 

November 20 November 27 

Minister:                  Pastor Rick  

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  Karol Smith, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:          Karol Smith 

Elders:                   Robin Kretzinger, Beth Reynolds 

Deacons:                 Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder 

Coffee Hour:              Team #2 Pat Sharninghouse, Linda Pitkin 

Counters:                 Patty Koehler, Bill Peters  

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 David England, Tim Wolfe, John Snyder, 

Barb England 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                   Barb England, Linda Pitkin 

Deacons:                 Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:               Team # 3 Bill & Nancy Peters, Karol 

Smith, Dale Yoder 

Counters:                 Patty Koehler, Tara Miller 
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November 2016 
 

November 6— Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time—Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost — Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Scripture Reader: Tara Miller, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “When God Gets Mad”, Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Theme: God is love, God is also just. How do we hold these two ideas together so that we don’t err one way and live in dread or 

err the other way and live in debauchery? 

 

November 13— Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time—Twenty-Sixth Sunday After Pentecost — Stewardship Sunday 

Scripture Reader: Steven Strayer, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “The Nowhere Place”, Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25 

Theme: Our nation and world have tried different utopias. Yet nothing even remotely close to the vision of Isaiah has been real-

ized. So what’s the point of trying? 

 

November 20 — Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday —Thanksgiving Sunday 

Scripture Reader: Karol Smith, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “Their God is my God”, Theme: Our actions describe God better 

than do our words. 

 

November 27 —First Sunday of Advent —Advent Wreath: 

Scripture Reader: Mercedes Williamson, Pianist: Becky Pulling, Message: “Celebration of Hope”, Scripture: Isaiah 2: 1-5 

Theme: Advent goes right to the heart of the Christian experience—the birth of Christian hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 1624 Tiffin 

AV Ste. B, Findlay, Ohio 45840. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
1624 Tiffin AV, Findlay, Ohio 45840. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


