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To you wonderful folks of First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) of Findlay, 

The month of June seems to be the official 
start of the “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer”.  
And with summer, often comes vacation trips with 
children and/or grandchildren.  Who hasn’t been 
occasionally challenged when trying to keep the “R 
& R” part of family vacations intact?  My family 
could tell you of many summer vacation mishaps, 
missteps, and challenges over the years – from en-
countering wild animals close up to almost being 
struck by a lightening bolt to putting up and taking 
down our tent in pouring rain to having to postpone 
vacations due to family illness or car trouble to en-
countering a canoe taking on water as we rowed to 
our lake island, etc.  You get the picture, right? 

Vacationing, although almost always some-
thing we look forward to, isn’t always easy!  
Through the years, among other things, I have 
learned to lean on the psalms in God’s word for 
peace and sometimes for sanity. 

I love how devotional writer Rebecca Bar-
low Jordan helps us paraphrase our own psalm-
prayers to Jesus, grateful that He always under-
stands our limitations. 

For example, Jordan penned the following 
psalm-prayer: 

O give thanks to God, for He is good – even 
when the car is stalled, before we ever leave the 
neighborhood. 

Cause us to hear Your voice, O Lord, above 
the fighting of noisy children. 

Make haste to help us, for our enemies of 

mosquitoes, ants, and flies have overtaken us. 
Your Spirit and love refresh us with cool 

breezes in the midst of our air-conditioning loss and 
GPS disasters. 

Your mercies are enduring; Your love is ev-
erlasting. 

Help us, Jesus, to endure this day and last 
until the end of this trip. 

We would have fainted, unless we had be-
lieved to see Your goodness in the land of this vaca-
tioning nightmare. 

We shall again praise You, O Lord…if we 
can just make it home in one piece. 

 How has traveling – with or without 
children – ever tested your patience?  Jordan chal-
lenges us – and I challenge us – to write our own 
psalm declaring our faith in Jesus in the midst of 
challenge (whether or not it involves vacations).  
Will you join me in doing that this month?  For in-
spiration, you can read Psalm 107:1, Psalm 143:5, 
Psalm 38:22, and Psalm 42:5-6.  

By the way, thank you to you all who joined 
me in May for our month-long challenge of praying 
daily and asking God personally, “What’s next for 
me?”  Some of you have shared with me about your 
experiences in prayer and have wondered if God 
really does answer every prayer. 

 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Pray 

without ceasing.”   Prayer is not just a spiritual 
exercise.  It is our very life as Christians.  Like the 
blood flowing through our veins or the breathing in 
our lungs, prayer never stops as we offer up prayers 
in our hearts to God all the time.   Cont’d page 2 
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Cont’d from page 1 
        He said, in Matthew 7:8: “Everyone who 

asks receives.”  Yet we tend to say, “But..but..”  God 
does not always answer prayers in the ways we’d like. 
But God answers prayers in the best way – not just 
sometimes, but every time.  Will you join me this month 
in asking God to help that truth really sink into our 
lives? 
      I look forward to seeing you around this month!  

God bless, Pastor Rick 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF 

CHRIST) 
In this issue of The Lamplighter, we conclude 

our learning series about the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).  This month, in our final install-
ment, we focus on the fact that the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) welcomes all Christians. 

The church needs you… 
To participate in its ongoing mission, spread-

ing the good news of salvation and redemption to all 
people everywhere. 

To support its many important worldwide ac-
tivities – and the efforts of all religious groups to help 
people. 

To learn about God and God’s plan for us. The 
church offers many resources for making you a well-
informed disciple of Jesus Christ. 

And you need the church… 
To experience a closer relationship with God 

and God’s world. 
To enjoy the fellowship, concern, and support 

of other members. 
To discover the deep fulfillment of a life truly 

committed to Jesus Christ. 
 There’s a place for you – for all of us – 

in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)! 

CELEBRATING THE LIVES OF OUR 

CHURCH MEMBERS WHO HAVE 

PASSED ON TO LIFE ETERNAL 
 

Our fellow church member and good friend, 
Melray (Mel) Aldrich, passed away on May 27th.  
He married his high school sweetheart, Phyllis Jean, 
who passed away in 2007. They were together for 61 
years.  He is survived by two daughters, three grand-
children and seven great-grandchildren. Mel served 
in the Army during both World War II and the Kore-
an Conflict and was awarded four battle stars. He re-
mained active in various local and national veteran 
associations, serving as local post commander.  He 
was named Veteran of the Year in 1997.  Retired 
from Ohio Power Company, now AEP, Mel was also 
very active in local planning commissions both in 
Lima and in Findlay and in the Masons.  He was a 
member of First Christian Church and he served as 
board president, trustee and deacon. We had the hon-
or of conducting Mel’s funeral as well as hosting the 
luncheon afterwards.  

Another fellow church member and good 
friend, Lloyd Smith, passed away on May 21st.  Hus-
band of Karol Smith, father of four, grandfather of 
ten, great-grandfather of two, and great-great grand-
father of one, Lloyd is also survived by a sister in 
Pennsylvania.  Retired from Marathon Oil Company 
and “The Courier”, Lloyd (known to many of us as 
“Smitty”) also was very active in the Loyal Order of 
Moose where he was a life member and served in 
administrative posts on the local, state, and national 
levels.  Here at First Christian Church, Smitty served 
on many committees over the years.  He was a Dea-
con and an Elder.  Just three weeks before he died, 
Smitty was given the honor of receiving a Certificate 
for Honorary Elder Emeritus.  We also had the honor 
of conducting Lloyd’s funeral (where we especially 
celebrated Smitty being a wonderful friend, family 
man, fun person, and faithful Christian) and of host-
ing a funeral luncheon after the service. 

Earlier this year, we experienced the deaths of 
two other long-time First Christian Church members 
– Ben Scheib and Marcella Littler. 

We honor and celebrate the lives of all of 
these dear saints of God.  We note their passings with 
sadness, but also with the sure and confident hope of 
life eternal with our Lord.  

 



Prayer Needs: 
 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: 

      Kathy Brinkman          Bob Wells 

      Fred Kretzinger          David (Sue Davies’ brother) 

      Loretta Way (Charlotte Ballard’s sister) 

  For those with various health issues and concerns: 

     *Kay Stoner  *Tom Hassen *Sally Williams *Patty Koehler 

  For First Christian Church’s Homebound Members 

 For growth in all ministries and areas of service at             

 First Christian Church  

 For those who are seeking employment 

 For all care givers 

 For peaceful and just solutions to conflicts around the world. 

June Birthdays                 
  4  Joe Byal              

  5  Rachel Reynolds           

  13  Fred Kretzinger              

  14  Tom Thompson              

  18  Kathy Schaffer           

  20  Sandy Frantz            

  25  Jason Gutierrez            

  27  Zach Stahl                        

  27  Dave Reynolds                

  28  Bonna Scheib            

  29  Don Johnny Dietsch           
 

June Anniversaries   
   3 Bill & Nancy Peters 

  16 Joe & Kathy Brinkman 

  18  Greg & Deb Longworth 

  24  Charlie & Charlotte Ballard 

  24 Scott & Jenny Williamson                      
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A New Addition To Our Church 

Have you been to the basement lately and wondered what the 

piles of canvas are? Have you heard snippets about some mys-

terious new pathways showing up in the building?  It’s no mys-

tery. It is a labyrinth, a BIG labyrinth.  The church has ac-

quired an indoor, Chartres 11 circuit, painted canvas labyrinth. 

Labyrinths have been used for centuries in many ways; as a 

prayer path, as a pilgrimage replication, even as a mathemati-

cal study. The mystery for us is, how we can use this wonderful 

piece in our individual spiritual journey, a congregational 

journey, a mission to our community, a pathway to 

growth.  So, take a little time, head to the basement and exam-

ine the labyrinth, experiment with it.  The only rule is No Shoes 

(preferably with socks though) as you walk the path. In time 

we can decide what to do with our prize.  If you have any 

questions feel free to ask Beth Reynolds. 

First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for May: 44 

Amount given in May: $4548.70 

Remember to like us on Facebook-”First Christian Church Findlay Ohio” 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://www.fccfindlay.org. On the homepage of 

the website, please scroll down the left -hand side until you see the latest month. Click on the current  

month. Find the posting for The Lamplighter. Click on the More tab and the newsletter will open up.  

 



June 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9:30 am - Sunday 

          School 

9:30 am- Altar Ego 

Bible Study 

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm- Coffee Hour 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 4 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

 
 

 

5 6 

11:00 am - Bible                   

Study 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

8 

9:30 am - Sunday  

          School 

9:30 am- Altar Ego 

Bible Study 

10:30 am -Worship 

12:00 pm-Coffee Hour  

 

 

 

 

 

9 10 11 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

6:00 p.m. Elders 

Meeting 

14 

10:00 am - Board  

           Meeting 

15 Father’s Day 

9:30 am - Sunday  

          School 

9:30 am- Altar Ego 

Bible Study 

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm-Coffee Hour 

2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

ship 

16 

 

17 18 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

 
 

 

 

19 

 
 

 

20 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

21 

 

22 

9:30 am - Sunday  

          School 

9:30 am- Altar Ego 

Bible Study 

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm-Coffee Hour 

             

23 

 

24 25 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

26 27 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

28 

 

29 

  9:30 am - Sunday  

             School 

9:30 am- Altar Ego 

Bible Study 

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

 

30 
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June Serving Schedule 

June 1 June 8 

Minister:                 Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:        Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:        Patty Koehler 
Greeters:                 David England, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds, 
                         Martha Stoner 
Scripture Reader:          Tatum Hernandez Weber  

Elders:                   Linda Pitkin & Ed Davies  

Deacons:                 Lisa Wolfe, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:              Team #2: Sue & Ed Davies, Linda Pitkin,  

                         Pat Sharninghouse 

Counters:                 Robin Kretzinger & Karol Smith 

 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 
Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 
Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 
Children’s Sermon: Robin Kretzinger 
Greeters:                  Larry Marquart, John Snyder,  
                          Kathy Marquart 
Scripture Reader:           Robin Kretzinger 
Elders:                    Carole Cleary & Robin Kretzinger 
Deacons:                  Charlotte Ballard, Kathy Marquart, John   

Snyder 
Coffee Hour: Team #3: Bill & Nancy Peters, Karol 

Smith, Pat & Dale Yoder 
Counters:                  Robin Kretzinger & Andy Koehler 

June 15 June 22 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  David England, Karol Smith, Carole Cleary,   

                         Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:          Kathy Marquart 

Elders:                    Barb England & Kathy Brinkman 

Deacons:                  Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:               Team #: Barb Brown, Patty Koehler,  

                         Tatum Weber 

Counters:                 Robin Kretzinger & Bill Peters 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Barb England, Tim Wolfe, 

                         Beth Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                    Kathy Brinkman & Beth Reynolds  

Deacons:                  Bill Peters, Nancy Peters, Sue Davies 

Coffee Hour:               Team #5 Deb Kirk, Barb England, Mary   

                          Decker, Lisa Wolfe 

Counters:                  Robin Kretzinger & Tara Miller  

June 29  

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:         Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  Larry Marquart, Karol Smith, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:          Kathy Brinkman 

Elders:                    Beth Reynolds & Barb England  

Deacons:                  Lisa Wolfe, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:               Team #1 Cindi Beltz, Larry & Kathy  

                         Marquart, Beth Reynolds 

Counters:                 Robin Kretzinger & Karol Smith 
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June’s Sermon Themes 
 

June 1—Seventh Sunday of Easter, First Sunday after Ascension 
Scripture Reader:  Tatum Hernandez Weber  
Message:  “Where the Church Gets Its Power ”                                                                                Scripture:  John 17:1-11  

 Theme:  Following Jesus is the most thrilling business in the world.  God has entrusted us to meet the needs of our  beaten and 
battered world as the fellowship of His people, living in the knowledge that God is with us always  through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 

June 8– Pentecost Sunday  

Scripture Reader:  Robin Kretzinger 

Message:  “Body Parts in the One Body of Christ”                                                              Scripture:  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Theme:  Unlike the human body that has an anatomy of some useless parts, in the one body of Jesus Christ, there is a variety of 
gifts and no useless parts.  So is the Apostle Paul’s analogy for the church as a human body such a great analogy after all?  Let’s 
take a look.  
  

June 15 – Trinity Sunday / First Sunday After Pentecost / Father’s Day  

Scripture Reader:  Kathy Marquart 

Message:  “The Biblical Holy Kiss”                                                                                              Scripture:   2 Corinthians 13:11-13  

 Theme:  This rather upbeat closing to Paul’s letter was to a “problem church”.  But how could love for each other and love for       
God help them to thrive? 
    
June 22 –  Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time / Second Sunday After Pentecost                                                                                                        

Scripture Reader: Mercedes Williamson 

Message:  “Good News About Sparrows ”                                                                              Scripture:  Matthew 10:24-39  

Theme:  Why do we have ultimate freedom when we totally realize that God is aware and cares?  Because it sinks in what uncon-
ditional love is.  Because we trust our very lives to God.  Because nothing we have is earned; it is a free gift from our heavenly 
God.  
 

June 29 – Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time / Third Sunday After Pentecost                                                                                                 

Scripture Reader: Kathy Brinkman 

Message:  “Can we really talk about sin anymore?”                                                                         Scr ipture:  John 14:15-21 

Theme:  Is sin really such a big deal?  It would seem not.  The word is hardly used in polite society.  Folks prefer to talk about 
“troubled athletes,” “disadvantaged youths,” and people who make “bad choices.”  Celebrities who have babies without benefit of 
“government pieces of paper” no longer raise eyebrows, and CEO’s who get caught with their hands in the till are often punished 
by being handed huge exit checks. But Jesus warned of the powers of evil that can “kill the soul” and said that sin requires serous 
concern.  Paul echoed Jesus’ concern by saying, “You must consider yourselves dead to sin.”  What does all this mean for us today? 

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 
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Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
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DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


