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First Christian Church 

Launches New Outreach 

Ministry with A Renewed 

Mind  

Much has been said about the church’s mission field not just being in 

other lands but right next door.  In the case of Findlay First Christian 
Church, such a description is right on the mark as the church recently 

launched an outreach ministry with its actual next door neighbor, A 
Renewed Mind.  

  

A Renewed Mind Behavioral Health of Findlay was opened in 2012 and 
is connected with offices in Lucas, Wood, and Hancock counties and 

the Four County region - Fulton, Williams, Henry, and Defiance 
counties.  The Findlay office offers addiction and mental health services 

on an outpatient basis to youth and adults. Individuals and families 
who are experiencing difficulties with substance abuse, addiction, or 

mental health, will find the services they need at A Renewed Mind - 

Findlay. Additionally, medication assisted recovery (including Suboxone, 
Zubzolv, and Vivitrol) is available to clients seeking treatment related to 

prescription medication and/or Opioid dependence. (http://
www.arenewedmindservices.org/findlay)  
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Church Events 

• July 2—Disciples Heritage 

Sunday 

• RENEWED MIND Volunteer 

opportunity 

• July 5, 12, 19, 26—9:30 a.m. 

Taize Prayer  

• July 7 , 14, 21, 28— 11 a.m. 

Bible Study  

• General Assembly, 

Indianapolis July 8-12 

• Coming up in August—

Church cookout and a Back 

to School Festival—get 

ready to mark your 

calendars!! 
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On Track with Pastor Jack 
Once again, we Americas are set to celebrate the freedom and sovereignty of our beloved nation, the United 

States of America.  On July 4, bands will play patriotic songs, parades with freedom-themed floats will be 

launched, speeches echoing the words of self-determination will be delivered, and dazzling fireworks will be 

launched, all in joyful observance of Independence Day, that historic moment in time when our nation updated 

its status and declared it was no longer under the rule of Great Britain. 

Self-determination is a prized and precious value in across our land and throughout the world. To possess the 

ability to live out one’s aspirations and dreams to the fullest, and to have access to the goods and services 

necessary for such a pursuit, are clear indicators of true freedom. 

Of course, we know that not everyone has access to the resources that are required for dream fulfillment. For a 

variety of reasons, some rooted in self-inflicted actions while others the result of visible and invisible social/

economic/political injustice, scores of people across our land are not enjoying the freedom experienced by 

others. When the conversation is expanded to include the realities of people in scores of countries around the 

world, we find that untold numbers of our global neighbors and fellow children of God live in agonizing poverty 

and are subjected to violence and humiliation on a daily basis. 

During our celebration of our treasured freedom and independence from the rule of other nations, I hope we will 

take note of the clear and indisputable fact that we human beings do our best work and live our most 

constructive lives when we operate in concert with each other, celebrating our connections with other branches 

of the human family, and thus, lifting up our interdependence. 

A subscription to life along these lines calls Christians to make three important affirmations: 1.  Although each of 

us has a distinct biological and cultural barcode, we are all created in the image and likeness of God. Accordingly, 

diversity among and within the human family is a part of God’s design and is therefore a good thing; 2. God loves 

all people and all nations universally and equally; 3. Our acceptance of God as creator of life calls us into 

relationship with each other and causes us to render social/biological/political/religious barriers within the 

human family as offensive to God. 

While sitting in a Birmingham jail, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., incarcerated for representing people who 

had firsthand experience with divinely offensive social barrier of racism, offered these words to help those who 

were struggling to find the courage to stand up to racism: “In a real sense all life is inter-related. All men (and 

women) are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 

one directly, affects all indirectly. I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be, and you 

can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be...This is the inter-related structure of reality.” 

Of course, in First Corinthians 12, the artist formerly known as Saul, the Apostle Paul had this to offer with 

respect to the diversity and the oneness of the body of Christ: “Indeed, the body does not consist of one 

member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that 

would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.” 

May the reality and necessity of interdependence leads Americans to reject barriers and walls that divide, and 

deepen their care and compassion to all people of all lands, and particularly those who are still navigating 

political and social turnstiles that lead to freedom.   
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 Building on interest expressed by First Christian’s former pastor, the Rev. Rick Pulling, the church’s new and current 

pastor, the Rev. Jack Sullivan, Jr., frequently greeted several of A Renewed Mind Findlay’s clients who stood outside 
the facility during breaks from group therapy sessions.  “It occurred to me that some of the clients might like some 

refreshments while they are on their break,” explained Rev. Sullivan.  “I shared this possibility with some of the 
leaders of First Christian Church, and they absolutely loved the idea!” Rev. Sullivan then met with Jonna Brendle, 

who is the agency’s Clinical Director for Hancock County. After gaining her enthusiastic affirmation of the 

refreshment idea, First Christian joyfully prepared to deliver snacks to the clients of A Renewed Mind Findlay.  
 

A cooler was purchased, water and potato chips were donated, and then on May 10, the church delivered the first its 
twice-weekly shipments of refreshments to the clients and the staff of A Renewed Mind Findlay!  The appreciation 

was fast and heartfelt.  Clients and staff expressed their thanksgiving for the church’s kind gestures.  A Renewed 
Mind’s Perrysburg-based CEO Matthew D. Rizzo wrote, “Pastor Sullivan, I wanted to take a moment and thank you 

and your congregation for the cooler of water and other supplies. I was in our lobby yesterday and saw the cooler 

and how much it was appreciated by our staff and utilized by our clients…many of whom come to us dehydrated,  
undernourished, and in despair. As a faith based behavioral healthcare organization whose name was established 

from Romans 12, we believe that spiritual nourishment, Living Water and the Bread of Life, is at the heart of 
Recovery! Please keep us in your prayers!”    

  

In addition to Rizzo’s words of praise, a client took a moment to send a handwritten note of thanks, saying, “Rev. 
Sullivan, I am a client…I want to thank you for your kindness! We do appreciate you.”  Said Rev. Sullivan, “These 

words of thanks apply to the congregation, and in turn, the congregation gives thanks to God for opening up such a 
meaningful way for the church to give care and support to people seeking hope and healing in their lives.”  

Each week, congregants pray for A Renewed Mind and donate water and snacks for this compassionate effort.  If 
you would like to donate food or money to sustain new outreach ministry, contact us at 419.422.5615.  

  

Renewed Mind 

Volunteer opportunity 

First Christian Church is underway with a new volunteer mission of opportunity and we need 

YOUR help! 

Volunteers will take a cooler of water and approximately 15-20 healthy snacks to the Renewed 

Mind main office each Wednesday/Friday morning around 10 am. 

Snacks may be of your choosing for the day you volunteer. Trying to keep them somewhat 

healthy. We have used small variety bags of chips, fruit cups, granola bars, cookies, bars, etc.  

OR 

YOU MAY SIMPLY PROVIDE YOUR DELIVERY SERVICES ONLY. 

Please help us share God’s Word through giving of our time and gifts to those who are 

finding their faith. See sign up sheets as you enter! 

THANK YOU!! 



Past Event Reminders 

CHI-RHO CAMP!   
Chi Rho Camp is geared to Jr. High/Middle School 
youth who have finished grades 6, 7, or 8. Their 
theme this year is Gifts and Celebrations of God’s 
Love. Through the study of the Bible in morning 
“Quest” Groups they seek out the Quest Truth for 
that day. Beginning each morning with cabin 
devotions they learn to begin each day with a look 
towards God and Jesus. The day ends with the 
whole camp gathered for a worship service and then 
a good night prayer we call the closing Chi Rho. The 
week ends with a special service known as 
consecration. Here each young person has on 
opportunity to make a private commitment to 
themselves about what they have experienced 
during the week and how they will carry the 
message forward. 
 
There are 2 options of dates for families to choose 
from for the Chi Rho Camps. It does not matter 
where you live or what Church you attend. You may 
register for whichever one fits best into your 
summer schedule. The week options for Chi Rho 
Camp are: Chi Rho Camp Emmaus Chi Rho Camp 
Corinth July 9th - 15th; Chi Rho Camp Damascus July 
23rd - 29th. 
 

CYF CAMP!  
CYF (Christian Youth Fellowship) Conference 
supports those who have finished grades 9-12. This 
camp seeks to give youth what they need spiritually 
in later life. Each day begins with an opportunity for 
individual devotion and reflection we call “Morning 
Watch” CYF Conference offers two different Bible 
Studies each day. This year we will study The Holy 
Spirit and material we call “Power and Prejudice.” 
This time of young adult life can be confusing and 
this material gives youth the markers they need to 
see who it is God is calling them to be. The 
afternoon are devoted the different “Committees” 
that work during the week to make it special.  
 
Held at Camp Christian. There are 2 options of dates 
for families to choose from for the CYF Conferences. 
It does not matter where you live or what Church 
you attend. You may register for whichever one fits 
best into your summer schedule. The week options 
for CYF Conference are:  July 1st; July 16th - 22nd. 
 

General News! 
.Ribbit Camp! Wednesday, July 5 to 

Saturday, July 8 

RIBBIT CAMP promises a full week's worth of camp 

adventure for 2nd - 4th graders in a half-week schedule! 

First time campers who may not be quite ready for a full 

week away, or campers looking for a shorter camp 

experience, can join us. The focus of Ribbit Camp is on 

how God's love is experienced and shared. Through 

crafts, games, and storytelling, these youth will discover 

our God who is with us during the whole year. July 5th - 

8th, 2017 at Camp Christian. Drop Off at 10am, 

Wednesday, July 5th - Pick Up at 10:30am, Saturday, 

July 8thFor Children in 2nd grade and also includes 3rd 

and 4th graders whose parents want a shorter camp 

experience for their children. 

Attend the General Assembly, Indianapolis, 
IN July 8-12, 2017! 
Here's why: 
Worship that’s uplifting and inspirational. One 
of the highlights for many who attend the 
assembly is the worship. Musicians of 
professional caliber, speakers of high quality and 
special experiences envelope the congregation 
with a sense of God’s presence and call. 
Worship planners offer varieties of expression 
and some may be just the thing to freshen your 
own faith and perhaps take home to try. 
 
Learning is an integral part of General Assembly. 
Besides the preachers that will open your mind 
to new understandings in worship, there are 
plenty of other opportunities to learn. In 
Indianapolis there will be a Sunday kaleidoscope 
of classes plus four learning communities 
Monday through Wednesday. The core topics 
are: Justice, Worship, Resources, and Transform. 
 
To register for the General Assembly, go 
to www.disciples.org 

http://www.disciples.org/


Birthday’s and Anniversary’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July Birthday’s 

7/6 Lisa Wolfe 

7/7 Kendall Kretzinger 

7/28 Barb England 

7/31 Barb Brown 

 7/31 Colleen Robinson 

July Anniversary’s 
7/12 Jim & Cindi Beltz 

7/19 Tim & Lisa Wolfe 

7/23 Rick & Becky Puling 

7/23 Dave & Beth Reynolds 

 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: *Ray Neall, *Fred Kretzinger 

 For those with various health issues and concerns: *Nancy Peters, * Nancy LaRoche, *Jack Cowart (brother-in-

law of Charlotte Ballard), *Donna Foreman, *Barbara England, *Kasey Stewart, *Kathleen Schaeffer, *Janet 

Powell, *Karol Smith, *Emily (a 12 yr. old), *Mary Thompson 
 Prayers for the families upon the recent death of loved ones, Gene Weist, Brent Yunker (Classmate of Patty 

Koehler). 

 Prayers for peace and just solutions to conflicts, natural disasters, polarizing, police/citizen relationships, 

terrorism around the world, refugees fleeing and trying to find new host/home countries, and healing of political 

fractures in our country  
 For our new presidential administration 

 For those seeking employment. 

 For those who are having trouble making ends meet 

 For those who are in physical or emotional pain 

 For our First Christian Church homebound members 

 

 EVENTS 

"Christian Church In Ohio 
www.ccinoh.com 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN OHIO Phone 614-433-0343 Fax 

614-433-7285 1347 Worthington Woods Blvd Suite A 

Columbus, Ohio 43085—6701 ccio@ccinoh.org 

 

 

 

 

Adult Conference—Christian Church In Ohio 

www.ccinoh.com 

We’re looking forward to a very exciting 
Adult  

Conference this year to be held at 
Northwest Christian Church in Columbus, 
Ohio from June 19-23, 2017. 

Prayers/Concerns 



Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 

 

The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published monthly by 

the First Christian Church, 1624 Tiffin AV Suite B, 

Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
1624 Tiffin AV,, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship Ser-
vice 

First Christian Church is joyfully affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) US and Canada. www.disciples.org. We welcome all people whatever their 
gender, identification, race, culture, ethnic background, sexual orientation, econom-
ic circumstance, family configuration, or difference in ability into full participation in 
the life, leadership, and employment of First Christian Church. 

http://www.disciples.org

