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 WEB PAGE:                                 www.fccfindlay.org 

 WEB ADDRESSES: 

 info@fccfindlay.org  - For people who are looking for information about our church 

 pastorrick@fccfindlay.org  - For people who want to contact Pastor Rick  

 jsnyder@fccfindlay.org - For people who want to contact Jane Snyder, Board moderator  

 about church business or the Board agenda items.  

 FCC Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/fccfindlay 

 Church Office Hours:  9:00 am – 2:30 pm, Tuesday—Friday 

     To you wonderful folks of First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) of Findlay, 
Jesus said in John 21:16: “….do you love Me?  

Tend My sheep.” 

 Jesus did not say to make converts to our way of 

thinking. But He said to look after His sheep, to see 

that they get nourished in the knowledge of Him.  

Jesus Christ calls service to be what we are to Him, 

not what we do for Him.  Discipleship, we are re-

minded by Oswald Chambers, is based solely on 

devotion to Jesus Christ, not on following a particu-

lar belief or doctrine.  “If anyone comes to Me and 

does not hate…., he or she cannot be My disci-

ple” (Luke 14:26).  Biblical scholars say that in 

this verse, there is no argument and no pressure 

from Jesus to follow Him.  He is simply saying, in 

effect, “If you want to be My disciples, you need to 

be devoted solely to Me.”  Oswald Chambers con-

tinues to say that a person touched by the Spirit of 

God truly says, “Now I see who Jesus is!” – that is 

the source of devotion. 

 Today is seems that we have substituted doctri-

nal belief for personal belief, and that is why so 

many people are devoted to causes and so few are 

devoted to Jesus Christ.  That is why so many peo-

ple today who profess Jesus Christ are not imitating 

Jesus Christ in their lifestyles.  That is why there are 

so many ideological and doctrinal divides and polar-

izations in our country and around the world today.  

People seem to not really want to be devoted to Je-

sus, but only to the cause he started.  Jesus Christ is 

deeply offensive to many educated and sophisticat-

ed minds of today, to those who only want Him to 

be their Friend and who are unwilling to accept Him 

in any other way.   

 Our Lord’s primary obedience was to the will of 

God His Father, not to the needs of people – the 

saving of people was the natural outcome of His 

obedience to God His Father.  If you and I are de-

voted solely to the cause of humanity, we will soon 

be exhausted and come to the point where our love 

will waver and stumble.  But if you and I love Jesus 

Christ personally and passionately, we can serve 

humanity, even though people may not treat us well.  

Oswald Chambers puts it this way:  “The secret of a 

disciple’s life is devotion to Jesus Christ, and the 

characteristic of that life is its seeming insignifi-

cance and its meekness.  Yet it is like a grain of 

wheat that ‘falls into the ground and dies’ – it will 

spring up and change the entire landscape (John 

12:24).” 

 What do you say, beloved church, First Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Findlay?   Let’s 

continue to encourage and support each other in our 

Christian growth so that we will more and more 

love Jesus Christ personally and passionately!  Let’s 

continue to encourage each other to plant our tiny 

seeds of devotion so that they will spring up into 

strong plants that will impact our world for Jesus 

Christ! 

See you around this month of July! 

 
 

 Take care and God bless,  

                              Pastor Rick 
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      Thoughts, by Bill Giovannetti 

 
“Where no oxen are, the trough is clean; but 

much increase comes by the strength of an ox.” 
—Proverbs 14:4 (NKJV) 

No,” I shouted, “turn here! Go farther before you 
turn!”  
                                            
“What? I don't understand.” My son, age ten, was 
mastering the art of mowing the lawn on a garden 
tractor and was making a mess. 
                    There 
are few sights more beautiful to me than a manicured 
lawn. It convinces me that all is well in the world, 
which is why I spoke sharply to my son.                 
 
I saw it in his eyes: the hurt of knowing he’d let me 
down when there should have been joy. After all, what 
kid doesn't love driving a riding mower? 
God's Spirit convicted me: Your son's heart is more 
important than the straightness of the lines on your 
lawn. 
I caught myself. “Hey, you know what? You’re doing 
great! Just keep going.” 
Too late. He was already throttling down the mower. 
“Dad, may I go inside?” 
“I’m sorry, Son. I shouldn't have yelled like that.” 
He climbed off the machine. I repeated my apology. 
We hugged. For that day, however, he was finished. 
There I stood, feeling horrible, when out the door 
bounded a chance at mini-redemption. “My turn now, 
Dad?” my twelve-year-old daughter asked. 
“You bet, honey. Mow anywhere you like. Just have 
fun.” 
Because crooked mowing lines sometimes offer beau-
ty of a better kind. 
Digging Deeper:  read Psalm 6:2 and 2 Corinthians 
12:10 
Prayer:  Teach me the wisdom, Lord, that everything 

that brings joy also brings complications, and that I 

cannot embrace the joy 

without accepting the com-

plications.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

A Prayer for Historic Emanuel AME Church of 

Charleston, South Carolina, 
Written by Rev. Nancy S. Taylor, Senior Minister of 

Old South Church in Boston, Massachusetts, the day 

after the tragic killing of nine people during Bible 

study at Emanuel AME Church: 

Dear Mother Emanuel: 

You, who authored courageous slave rebellions, who 

suffered and survived wretched bigotry, burnings, 

and earthquake,                    

You, you who worshiped underground when black 

churches were outlawed…              

Dear Mother Emanuel, in this day of grievous heart-

ache we wrap you in bands of prayer.   

We pour out upon your broken hearts the healing 

balm of Gildead.              

You, whose shepherd has been taken from you, 

whose building has become a tomb, whose children 

are terrified:      

We stand with you.  We weep with you.  We rage 

with you.              

We keep vigil with you for your beloved dead.      

                    

May the God of Moses and Miriam, of Jesus and the 

Mary’s, anoint you with healing, furnish you with 

hope and, one day, some day, mend your torn hearts 

and wipe the tears from your swollen eyes.                                  

God help us.  Amen. 

 

(Some have asked if they could have a copy of what 

Pastor Rick read on June 21st in worship) 



 Prayer Needs: 
 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treat-

ment:    *Kathy Brinkman    *Emelia (4 yrs old) 

*Fred Kretzinger 

     For those with various health issues and concerns: 

*Harvey (Karol Smith's brother),  * Jeannie (Sue 

Davies' sister) *Ray Neall 

 For First Christian Church’s Homebound Members 

 For growth in all ministries and areas of service at             

 First Christian Church  

 For those who are seeking employment 

 For those having trouble making ends meet 

 For peaceful and just solutions to conflicts around the 

world. 
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First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for May: 34 

Amount given in May: $6904.81 

Average number of service attendees for June: 35 

Amount given in June: $ 4321.76 

Remember to like us on Facebook- “First Christian Church Findlay Ohio” 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of the website, 

please click on the page Current Lamplighter Newsletters. There you may choose from form the list of the current 

newsletters. Earlier editions will be available on the home page in the archives list. 

Charlotte Ballard is our “Church Member” of the month! Charlotte 

was born February lst to General George H (named after famous gen-

eral in Civil War) and Sylvia Thomas.  She has  one living sister and 

three deceased sisters.  She graduated from Liberty-Benton High 

School. Charlotte played clarinet in school band and the Findlay Civic 

Band, traveling to Australia, playing in the Sydney Opera House, New 

Zealand, and Hawaii.  She worked at Blanchard Valley Hospital for 42 

1/2 years as Director of Admissions and Communications, and then in 

the Social Work Department in l987. For several years she dressed as a 

clown for the hospital picnic entertaining the children.  She is   a mem-

ber of Findlay Eastern Star and severed as Grand Adah in 2008 for the 

State of Ohio.  After attending First Christian Church for many years 

with Harriet Rammel, she transferred here from Powell Memorial 

Methodist. She serves as  a Deacon and Vice Moderator on the 

church  board.  Charlotte has been married 54 years to Charlie.  They 

have a daughter, son-in-law, and a grandson, who will be married in 

October.  Charlotte enjoys reading, knitting, walking, biking, children, 

traveling, music (playing in the chime choir) and her church family. 

Summer Fling 
Join us July 26 for our Summer 

Fling. Weather permitting, we will 

have worship outside on the south 

lawn. Following worship, we will have 

a potluck lunch and then outdoor 

games. If the weather does not co-

operate, we will hold worship, lunch 

and games inside in Kelly Chapel. 

July Birthdays 
6 Lisa Wolfe 

 7 Kendall Kretzinger 

    28 Barb England 

    28 Chelsea Siebert 

       31 Barb Brown 

       31 Colleen Robinson  

      July Anniversaries 
7/3 Ed & Sue Davies 

7/12 Jim & Cindi Beltz 

7/19 Tim & Lisa Wolfe 

7/23 Rick & Becky Pulling 

7/23 Dave & Beth Reynolds 

 
 



July 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

  

 

1 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

 

 

 

 

2 3 

11:00 am -  No 

Bible Study 

 

 

4 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

 

5 

9:30 am - Sunday School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 Coffee Hour 

 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

 
 

 

 

9 

 
 

 

10 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

 

11 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

10:00 am - Board 

Meeting 

11:00 a.m.-Elders 

Meeting 

12 

9:30 am - Sunday School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 Coffee Hour 

 

             

13 14 15 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

16 17 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

19 
9:30 am - Sunday School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

ship 

20 

 

21 22 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

23 24 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

 
 

 

25 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

 

26 

9:30 am - Sunday School  

10:30 am - Summer 

Fling-Outside Service 

 

  

 

27 28 29 

 

30 31 
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July Serving Schedule 

July 5 July 12 

 

Minister:                 Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:        Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:       Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 David England, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds, 

Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:          Karol Smith 

Elders:                   Nancy Peters  

Deacons:                 Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder 

Coffee Hour:              Team #4 Barb Brown, Patty Koehler, Lisa 

Wolfe  

Counters:                Andy Koehler & Robin Kretzinger 

 

 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:           Tara Miller 

Elders:                    Nancy Peters & Robin Kretzinger 

Deacons:                  Barb Brown , Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:                Team #5 Deb Kirk, Barb England, Kath-

leen Schaffer  

Counters:                Andy Koehler & Patty Koehler 

July 19 July 26 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  David England, Karol Smith, Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                   Linda Pitkin 

Deacons:                 Bill Peters, David England, Sue Davies 

Coffee Hour:              Team #1 Cindi Beltz, Beth Reynolds, Kathy 

Brinkman 

Counters:                 Andy Koehler & Bill Peters  

Guest Minister:            Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Barb England, Tim Wolfe, 

Beth Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:          Sue Davies 

Elders:                   Kathy Brinkman & Beth Reynolds  

Deacons:                  Lisa Wolf, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:               Team #2 Pat Sharninghouse, Linda Pitkin, 

                         Sue & Ed Davies 

Counters:                Andy Koehler & Tara Miller 
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July 

July 5 –Sixth Sunday After Pentecost – Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Scripture Reader:  Karol Smith                                          Scripture:  Mark 6:1-13 

Message:   “Take nothing for the journey. What? No baggage? ” 

Theme: If you have been at an airport at all in the last 15 years, you know that you’re going to have to pass through 
security.  And you know that there will be some uniformed officials who will explain what you can and cannot bring 
onto an airplane.  How did Jesus send out His disciples?  What did He mean by “Take nothing for your journey.”?  
What is on the list of His prohibited items?  
 

July 12– Seventh Sunday After Pentecost-Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture Reader:  Tara Miller                            Scripture: Psalm 24  

Message:   “Coming Clean, being pure when worshiping God.” 

Theme: Psalm 24 asks who can ascend the hill of the Lord.  The answer comes quickly:  Those who have clean hands.  
This reminds us of the question put to us by mom just as we were about to sit down at the supper table.  It’s a relevant 
question for us today, and we hear its echo in this psalm.  
 

July 19– Eighth Sunday after Pentecost-Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Scripture Reader:  Mercedes Williamson                             Scripture:  Ephesians 2:11-22  

Message:  “The Greatest Gift of All Time” 

Theme: The giving of gifts is a practice, or ritual, that has existed as long as human have lived in community.  These 
gifts are both great and small.  In an uncertain, dangerous, and ambiguous world, we need a gift that will maintain its 
value forever.  Christians can agree that that gift is Jesus Himself, who, as this text points out, is the One who brings us 
all together in unity. 
 

July 26-Ninth Sunday after Pentecost-Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture Reader: Sue Davies                                                                                Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1-15  

Message:  “King David”   

Theme: While the story of David and Bathsheba contains all the steamy elements to help sell tickets for an upcoming 
movie, it is far more a cautionary tale about the abuse of power.  We can use our influence for our own good, or, on the 
other hand, for the benefit of those we have the privilege of leading or serving so that we help to heal others, not to 

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 620 North 

Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
620 North Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


