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 WEB PAGE:                                 www.fccfindlay.org 

 WEB ADDRESSES: 

 info@fccfindlay.org  - For people who are looking for information about our church 

 pastorrick@fccfindlay.org  - For people who want to contact Pastor Rick  

 jsnyder@fccfindlay.org - For people who want to contact Jane Snyder, Board moderator  

 about church business or the Board agenda items.  

 FCC Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/fccfindlay 

 Church Office Hours:  9:00 am – 2:30 pm, Tuesday—Friday 

To you wonderful folks of First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) of Findlay What 

does the cross have to do with the manger at Christmas 
time?  Everything, really! 

We who have been followers of Jesus Christ for 
awhile know that if we want the power of God in our 
lives (that is, the resurrection life of Jesus), we must 
dwell on the cross (“…except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ…”, Galatians 6:14).  Oswald 
Chambers says that we need to break away from our 
personal concern over our own spiritual condition and 
spiritual experiences and with a completely open spirit 
consider the cross.  Instantly, then, the power of God 
will be in us (“Look to Me”, Isaiah 45:22).  On the 
other hand, we lose power when we don’t focus on the 
right thing.  The effect of the Cross is salvation, sanctifi-
cation, healing, etc., but I am not to preach, and you are 
not to share, any of these effects.   

Rather, we are to preach and share “Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).  The 
proclamation and sharing of Jesus will do its own work.  
We need to concentrate on God’s focal point in our 
preaching and sharing, and even if our listeners seem to 
pay it no attention, they will never be the same again.  
We are not to share our own words.  But when we share 
the truth of God with one another, we allow the Holy 
Spirit to do its work. 

The New Testament example of the Christian 
experience is that of a personal, passionate, devotion to 
the Person of Jesus Christ.  Oswald Chambers says that 
every other kind of spiritual experience is detached from 
the Person of Jesus.  There is no regeneration in many 
“spiritual experiences” – no being born again into the 
kingdom in which Christ lives and reigns supreme.  
There is only the idea that Jesus is our pattern, that He is 

a figurehead of a religion – a mere example, like many 
other religious figures.  He is that, but He is infinitely 
more.  He is salvation itself; He is the gospel of God! 

The Bible is clear.  We need to focus on that 
great point of spiritual power – the Cross.  If we stay in 
contact with the center of power, its energy is released 
in our lives.  And we then receive from God the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, who begins to interpret to us what Jesus 
did. 

Too often in our world today, and even in many 
of our churches, the focus tends to be put not on the 
Cross of Christ but on the effects of the Cross and (this 
time of year) on the objects of Christmas.  There is noth-
ing wrong in the peripheries themselves of Christmas, 
such as our decorations, card exchanges, gift giving, 
outreach mission giving, seasonal parties, and family 
gatherings.  These can even be effective in helping non-
Christians and new Christians think about the true 
meaning of Christmas and experience the glowing feel-
ings of this season of love and tenderness and remem-
brances. 

But we in the church are doing less than we can, 
and in fact, are doing a disservice to those who look to 
us as representatives of Jesus Christ, if we don’t bring 
all of the trappings of the season around to the focal 
point of the true center of our spiritual power.  And that 
focus turns from the manger in Bethlehem to the cross 
of Calvary and the meaning of our redemption.  This 
year, let’s use the symbols and tinsel of this Advent/
Christmas season for that very reason! 

As always, I look forward to seeing you around 
this month!  Blessings in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior,  

                  

                            Pastor Rick 
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The Friday Morning Bible Study group 

would like to thank the anonymous do-

nor who contributed the money to pur-

chase new books. We are very apprecia-

tive of this act of kindness. May God bless 

you! 

Christian 

Clearing House 
CCH is honored to be the 

chosen charity  for proceeds 

at We Serve. Coffee   for the 

last Quarter of 2014.  We 

Serve. Coffee  selects  one 

local and one global need to receive their prof-

its. These needs will include (but are not lim-

ited to) providing food, clean water, clothes, 

and shelter to those less fortunate; environ-

mental protection; animal foundations; skill 

building and education for both children and 

adults; and both physical and emotional sup-

port for those struggling with addictions, 

abuse, and depression.  Please stop by for your 

morning coffee.  

We Serve. Coffee  

114 E. Sandusky St Findlay, OH 45840 

567.525.4680 

Hours: 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 7 am – 2 pm ;  

Wednesday: 7 am – 7 pm;   

Saturday: 8 am – 2 pm;  

Closed on Sunday 

HELPFUL DEVOTIONAL: 
The following is a helpful devotional writing by By 
Gwen Ford Faulkenberry  

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 

called the children of God. Matthew 5:9 (KJV) 
The movie “Munich”, directed by Stephen Spielberg, is 
based on the massacre of eleven Israeli athletes by a Pal-
estinian terrorist group who broke into the 1972 Olympic 
Games in Munich, Germany. After this atrocity, Prime 
Minister Golda Meir decided to send out teams of Spe-
cial Forces to find and kill the perpetrators. “Operation 
Wrath of God” lasted some twenty years. In the movie, 
the main Special Forces character ends up asking himself 
deep questions about the futility of revenge, as he kills 
one terrorist only to see another rise up in his/her place. 
Almost every retaliation on Israel’s part is answered by 
another violent killing of Jews in places around the 
world. 
Watching the movie caused me to ask my own deep 
questions about what it means to live like Jesus in the 
world. I don’t know if the same thing applies to whole 
countries, but I know in my relationships, someone has 
to be the first to say “I’m sorry” and attempt to be the 
peacemaker. I never want to be first, but I’ve started a 
little competition with my husband that he doesn’t know 
about. In it, whoever apologizes first, wins. So far we’re 
tied. 
It’s not easy to be a peacemaker, especially when you 
aren’t sure how the other side will respond. You have to 
risk some things—mainly, pride. But Jesus said the risk 
is worth it regardless of how people respond. Peacemak-
ers get to be called children of God.  
Faith Step:  
During this Advent/Christmas season when we remem-
ber the “Prince of Peace,” let’s ask ourselves if there is 
there a situation in which we are called to be a peace-
maker? Go for it, regardless of doubts about how some-
one will respond. Remember, the risk is worth the re-
ward—you’re a child of the King! 

We are sending to a good number of residents of local 

neighborhoods near our church invitations to our Christ-

mas Eve Service (December 24 at 3:00 PM).  If you can 

help with this evangelistic endeavor by giving a donation 

which can be brought or mailed to the church office or 

put in the offering plate earmarked "Christmas Eve Invi-

tations", that would be most appreciated.  



 Prayer Needs: 
 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: 

      Kathy Brinkman     

       David (Sue Davies’ brother) 

      Loretta Way (Charlotte Ballard’s sister) 

  For those with various health issues and concerns: 

     **Tom Thompson 

  For First Christian Church’s Homebound Members 

 For growth in all ministries and areas of service at             

 First Christian Church  

 For those who are seeking employment 

 For all care givers 

 For peaceful and just solutions to conflicts around the world. 

 

December Birthdays   
   

12/6    Mary Thompson    

12/12   Patty Koehler  

12/15   Tara Miller   

12/27   Bob Thompson  

12/28   Donna Foreman  

12/29   Joe Brinkman 

 

December Anniversaries 
  

12/30   John & Jane Snyder 
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First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for November: 46 

Amount given in November: $5633. 34 

Remember to like us on Facebook-”First Christian Church Findlay Ohio” 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of 

the website, please click on the page Current Lamplighter Newsletters. There you may choose from 

form the list of the current newsletters. Earlier editions will be available on the home page in the  

archives list. 

All are welcome to attend 

our  “kid and adult friend-

ly” Christmas Eve service 

this year. It 

will be at 

3:00 p.m. on 

December 24.  

Tina’s office hours for December 
December 8-Split shift 7:30-11:00, 
2:30-4:00 
December 9, 10, 11– 9:00-2:30 
(normal hours) 
December 12-18 Out of Office 
December 19 & 20-normal hours 
December  22-24 normal hours 
December 25 & 26-off 
December 30-31 normal hours 

Pat Sharninghouse’s latest bulletin 
board posting (on the bulletin board in 
the hallway near the church office) is of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as 
we honor Him in this, His birthday 
month.  



December 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 3 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

 
 

4 5 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 
 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

 

8 9 

 

10 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

12 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

 

 

13 

10:00 am - Short 

Board Meeting 

11:00 a.m. Christmas 

caroling at 4 local 

nursing homes 

14 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

(Pastor Rick and Becky 

hosting) 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

 
 

 

 

18 

 
 

 

19 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

20 

 

21 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

ship 

 

             

22 23 24 

3:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service 

(Please note the time 

change for this special 

family-friendly service) 

25 26 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

28 
  

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

29 

 

30 31 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

  

 

 

30  

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 
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December Serving Schedule 

December 7 December 14 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 David England, Karol Smith, John Snyder, Kathy 

Marquart 

Scripture Reader:          Steven Strayer 

Elders:                   Linda Pitkin & Robin Kretzinger 

Deacons:                 Bill Peters, Nancy Peters, Sue Davies 

Coffee Hour:              Team #4: Barb Brown, Patty Koehler, Tatum                  

Weber  

 Counters:                 Bill Peters & Robin Kretzinger 

 

 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Barb England, Carole 

Cleary, Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:           Kathy Marquart 

Elders:                    Kathy Brinkman & Carole Cleary  

Deacons:                  Lisa Wolfe, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:              Pastor Rick & Becky Pulling 

Counters:                 Bill Peters & Andy Koehler 

December 21 December 28 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 Larry Marquart, Karol Smith, Tim Wolfe, Beth  

Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                   Barb England & Robin Kretzinger 

Deacons:                 Charlotte Ballard, Kathy Marquart, John Snyder 

Coffee Hour:             Team #1: Cindi Beltz, Larry & Kathy Marquart 

                         Beth Reynolds 

Counters:                 Bill Peters & Karol Smith 

Minister:                  Patrice Fatig 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Tim Wolfe, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:          Tara Miller 

Elders:                   Carole Cleary & Beth Reynolds 

Deacons:                  Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:               Team #2: Sue & Ed Davies, Linda Pitkin,  

                          Pat Sharninghouse 

 Counters:                  Bill Peters & Tara Miller 

  

  Christmas Humor 

Rev. Dr. Karl R. Kraft of Dover, DE, passed on these “slips of the 

ear” (a record of persons mishearing the words of songs) 

from Richard Lederer’s book, Have Yourself a Punny Little Christmas: 

• “We three kings of porridge and tar.” 

• “He’s making a list of chicken and rice.” 

• “Noel, Noel. Barney’s the king of Israel.” 

• “Bells on bobtail ring, making spareribs bright.” 

• “O atom bomb, O atom bomb.” 

• “On a one horse, soap, and sleigh.” 

• “With the jelly toast proclaim.” 

• “Frosty the Snowman is a ferret elf, I say.” 

• “In the meadow we can build a snowman.” 

• “Then pretend that he is sparse and brown.” 

• “Get dressed, you married gentlemen, get huffing you this 

May.” 
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December’s Sermon Themes 

 

December 7— Second Sunday of Advent 

Scripture Reader:  Steven Strayer                              Scripture:  Mark 1:1-8 

Message:  “Announcement from John the Baptizer ”  

 Theme: John the Baptizer shows us that the Christian faith is an announcement, a proclamation, and a revelation 
  
December 14– Third Sunday of Advent 

Scripture Reader:   Kathy Marquart                                                                                           Scripture: Luke 4:14-21 

Message:   “Announcement from Jesus Christ Himself ”                 

Theme: :  Jesus’ series of announcements here point to His mission statement / why He came.  

 

December 21– Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Scripture Reader:  Mercedes Williamson                                    Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 

Message:   “Announcement to Mary”                                              

 Theme:  Mary was blessed because she was obedient.  But being blessed does not mean that her  
              life – and ours – will be easy.  
 

December 28-First Sunday after Christmas 

Scripture Reader: Tara Miller 

Guest Minister: Patrice Fatig                  Scripture: Galatians 4:4-7 and Luke 2:22-40  

Message:   “Four Colley Birds and Two Turtle Doves” 

Theme: TBD 

  
 
 
 

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 620 North 

Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
620 North Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


