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 WEB PAGE:                                 www.fccfindlay.org 

 WEB ADDRESSES: 

 info@fccfindlay.org  - For people who are looking for information about our church 

 pastorrick@fccfindlay.org  - For people who want to contact Pastor Rick  

 jsnyder@fccfindlay.org - For people who want to contact Jane Snyder, Board moderator  

 about church business or the Board agenda items.  

 FCC Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/fccfindlay 

 Church Office Hours:  9:00 am – 2:30 pm, Tuesday—Friday 

     To you wonderful folks of First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) of Findlay, 

When you read this, we will have just celebrated Holy 

Week and Easter, probably the most (or at least one of 

the most) sacred times of the year for us Christians.      

So what are we to do now, after all of the Lenten/Holy 

Week/Easter spiritual self-examination, exercises, and 

excitement?                                                                         

Each day during Lent, several of us received an e-mail 

devotional from the Ohio Region of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  Let me quote one of those devo-

tionals that I think helps us as we proceed in our daily 

walks with the Lord following Lent/Holy Week/Easter 

until Pentecost.          That devotional begins:  “ Please 

read Psalm 107: 1 – 16.”   “God is good all the time.  

All the time God is good.”  “Robert Emmons is consid-

ered one of the world’s leading experts on gratitude. A 

professor of psychology at the University of California, 

Emmons has written a number of books and is the found-

ing editor of a journal on giving thanks. He believes that 

gratitude helps us have healthier happier lives. Emmons 

states that gratitude not only helps us feel good; it helps 

us do good. He advises that gratitude is a virtue that re-

quires discipline and is rooted in memory. In his re-

search, Emmons has found a correlation between humili-

ty and gratitude. Paul Wong, president of the Internation-

al Network on Personal Meaning suggests the following 

practices for developing humility.      

  Acknowledge wrongdoing 

 Receive correction and feedback graciously 

 Don't criticize others 

 Forgive others 

 Apologize for wrong doings 

 Be patient and nurture a forgiving spirit 

 Say good things about others 

 Celebrate others’ success 

 Count your blessings 

 Seek opportunities to serve others 

 Help others anonymously 

 Show gratitude for success 

 Acknowledge others’ contributions to your success 

 Treat success as an opportunity to do more 

 Learn from your failures 

 Assume responsibility for your failures 

 Accept your limitations and circumstances 

 Acknowledge the social reality of discrimination and 

prejudice 

 Treat others with respect and do not differentiate 

based on social status 

 Recognize you are also a lowly outsider. “Consider 

how you might practice these as you seek to develop a 

more  gracious spirit. 

While the psychological research may be new, the un-

derstanding of the importance of gratitude is ancient. 

“Psalm 107 begins with a call to give thanks. Those who 

have been liberated by God are called to testify to God's 

goodness. While four particular groups are identified, 

desert wanderers, prisoners, the sick, and seafarers, the 

psalm acknowledges God's goodness is not limited to 

Israel. In verses 8, 15, and 22 God's goodness to all of 

humanity is acknowledged. “Are we not one of those 

whom the psalm identifies? Haven't each of us been a 

wanderer, a prisoner, sick of soul, or a seafarer in one-

way or another? Have we not experienced the goodness 

of God when we were strangers? Take some time today 

to consider - to remember - the goodness of God in your 

life. Take time today to write, text, blog, or message 

someone to express your gratitude for their presence in 

your life. Be specific as you say "thank you."    Cont’d 

page 2 
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Cont’d from page 1 

“Finally, at the end of the day take a few minutes to engage 

in a prayer practice of Ignatius Loyola…….                                                                                                   

1.   Consider when you felt close to God today.                                                          

2.  Think about the day. Consider your blessings. Give 

thanks to God for these.         

3.  Consider your actions and attitudes. What motivated 

you to do the things you did today. Be open about when 

you’re motivated. When were you motivated only by your 

own self interests? When were you motivated by love and 

compassion for others?                                                                                                                          

4.  Consider your day. How did you respond to God's bless-

ings? Did you grumble, complain? Could you have found 

something to be thankful for instead of complaining?                                                                                                                

5.  Talk with God about what you have discovered about 

yourself. In your conversation, seek forgiveness where nec-

essary, ask for help or direction and express thanks.”          

  Pastor’s Note:  Would you join your fellow church 
members in these prayer practices of Ignatius Loyola?  
Would you try them out, starting the day after Easter and 
continue until Pentecost?  Then, at that point, let’s share 
how these practices have impacted our lives and the lives 
of those around us – for Jesus  Christ!   Will you please 
join me with the prayer that the devotional ended with… 
Let us pray.     God give me a humble and grateful heart. 
Help me to recognize my blessings, large and small. Teach 
me to live as a blessing to others. In Jesus name I pray.  
Amen.    

   I hope to see you around this month of April!                                                        

Take care and God bless, Pastor Rick    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

A DEVOTIONAL FOR YOU: 
By Oswald Chambers: 
“We make it our aim….to be well pleasing to 

Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:9). 
“This requires a conscious decision and effort to keep our 
primary goal constantly in front of us.  It means holding 
ourselves to the highest priority year in and year out; not 
making our first priority to win souls, or to establish 
churches, or to have revivals, but seeking only “to be 
pleasing to Him.”  It is not a lack of spiritual experience 
that leads to failure, but a lack of keeping our eyes fo-
cused and on the right goal.  At least once a week exam-
ine yourself before God to see if your life is measuring up 
to the standard He has for you.  Paul was like a musician 
who gives no thought to audience approval, if he/she can 
only catch a look of approval from her/his Conductor.                                                                        
“Any goal we have that diverts us even to the slightest 

degree from the central goal of being “approved to 

God” (2 Timothy 2:15) may result in our rejection from 
further service to Him.  When you discern where the goal 
leads, you will understand why it is so necessary to keep 
“looking unto Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2).  Paul spoke of 
the importance of controlling his own body so that it 
would not take him in the wrong direction.  He said, “I 

discipline my body and bring it into subjection, 

lest…I myself should become disqualified” (1 Corin-
thians 9:27). 
“(We) must learn to relate everything to the primary goal, 
maintaining it without interruption.  My worth to God 
publicly is measured by what I really am in my private 
life.  Is my primary goal in life to please Him and to be 
acceptable to Him, or is it something less, no matter how 
lofty it may sound?” 



 Prayer Needs: 

 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treat-

ment:    *Kathy Brinkman    *Emelia (4 yrs old) 

    *Bill Stalets 

     For those with various health issues and concerns: 

*Molly Stiles (Karol Smith's niece) *Bill Shepherd 

(Karol Smith’s son)  *Patty Koehler  *Sandy (friend of 

Karol Smith’s) *Donna Foreman *Doris Moore 

 For First Christian Church’s Homebound Members 

 For growth in all ministries and areas of service at             

 First Christian Church  

 For those who are seeking employment 

 For those having trouble making ends meet 

 For peaceful and just solutions to conflicts around the  

world/ 
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First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for March: 33 

Amount given in March: $5707.26 

Remember to like us on Facebook-”First Christian Church Findlay Ohio” 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of 

the website, please click on the page Current Lamplighter Newsletters. There you may choose from 

The featured family on our hallway bulletin board for 

April is  Robin, Kendall and Keaton Kretzinger. 

 

April Birthdays   

4/2   Frances Boltze        

4/6   Lois Wheeler         

4/8   Justin Thompson        

4/14  Al Sharninghouse                    

4/21  Dorothey Garlow      

4/24  Susanne Clouse     

4/28  R. LaRay Salsberry     

4/30  Pat Yoder  



March 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 p.m.-Coffee Hour 

12:15 p.m.-Membership/

Fellowship Team Meeting  

 

 

  

 

1 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

 

 

2 
7:00 p.m.-Maundy 

Thursday Service 
 

3 

7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday Prayer 

Vigil 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

 

 

4 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

5 

Easter 

 

9:30 a.m. - Breakfast 

10:00 a.m.-Easter Egg 

Hunt 

10:30 am - Worship 

No Coffee Hour 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

 
 

 

 

9 

 
 

 

10 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

 

11 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

10:00 am - Board 

Meeting 

 
 

 

12 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 Coffee Hour 

 

             

13 14 15 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

16 17 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

19 
  

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

ship 

20 

 

21 22 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

23 24 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

 
 

 

25 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

 

26 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

27 28 29 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

30   
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April Serving Schedule 

April 5 April 12 

 

Minister:                 Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:        Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:       Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 David England, Karol Smith, Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:         Karol Smith 

Elders:                   Robin Kretzinger & Linda Pitkin 

Deacons:                 Lisa Wolfe, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:              Team #1 Cindi Beltz, , Beth Reynolds, Kathy 

Brinkman 

Counters:                Bill Peters & Robin Kretzinger 

 

 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Barb England, Tim Wolfe, 

Beth Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:           Steven Strayer 

Elders:                    Nancy Peters & Linda Pitkin 

Deacons:                  Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder 

Coffee Hour:             Team #2 Pat Sharninghouse, Linda Pitkin, 

                         Sue & Ed Davies 

 Counters:                Bill Peters & Andy Koehler 

April 19 April 26 

Guest Minister:            Steven Strayer 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  Karol Smith, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                   Kathy Brinkman 

Deacons:                 Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:              Team #3: Bill & Nancy Peters. Karol Smith 

Pat & Dale Yoder      

Counters:                 Bill Peters & Patty Koehler 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  David England, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds, 

Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:          Sue Davies 

Elders:                   Beth Reynolds & Kathy Brinkman  

Deacons:                  Bill Peters, David England, Sue Davies 

Coffee Hour:               Team #4 Barb Brown, Patty Koehler, Lisa 

Wolfe  

 Counters:                 Bill Peters & Tara Miller  
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April  

 

April 5 –Easter Sunday 

Scripture Reader:  Karol Smith                                        Scripture:  John 20:1-18 

Message:   “While It Was Still Dark ” 

Theme: The testimony of those who experience Christ’s resurrection is so compelling that the only real reason a person 
might reject it is that it might require them to make a change in how they are living. 
 

 April 12– Second Sunday of Easter 

Scripture Reader:  Steven Strayer                                                                                              Scripture: Acts4:32-37 

Message:   “The Sharing Society” 

Theme: Zipcars, Couchsurfing, and ShareDesk allow people to share resources and achieve goals.  This sounds similar 
to what happened in the Jerusalem church described in the Book of Acts.  Followers of Jesus were, and are, a sharing 
society 
                  
April 19– Third Sunday of Easter 

Scripture Reader:  Mercedes Williamson                                       Scripture:  Acts 3:12-21 

Message:  “Listening for the Bible’s Message” 

Theme: Many people believe “the Jews killed Jesus.”  In our scripture reading, the Apostle Peter explicitly makes this 
very claim.  What do we do with this?  Learning how to study a Bible passage – any Bible passage – helps us to hear 
what God intends for us. 

                                                  

April 26-Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Scripture Reader: Sue Davies                                                                                Scripture: Acts 4:1-12 

Message:  “When you Reach the Rejection Hotline ”   

Theme: The same Jesus who was rejected and seen by some as a stumbling rock is to those who know Him as he really 
is, a precious stone – the chief cornerstone of our faith, the only reliable foundation on whom we build our lives.  How 
do we welcome Him into our lives today? 

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 620 North 

Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
620 North Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


